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Guidelines for Submitting a Proposal to VMware Press 
Every book starts with an idea. The purpose of a proposal is to take that idea and develop it into the initial workings of a book. 

Writing the Proposal

To ensure that each project receives the fairest possible review, VMware Press requests that all potential authors submit the following items for evaluation and consideration by VMware Press and peer reviewers:
· A proposal:

Enclosed with this packet is a detailed standard template you should use for submitting a proposal to VMware Press. It is very important that you fill out the proposal form completely. All of the requested information is critical to making an informed decision about publishing your book. 

· A detailed table of contents (at least two levels of headings):

The TOC is the blueprint for your work; it should be complete, detailed and annotated as necessary. This enables the reviewers to understand the structure of the manuscript.
· Sample chapter.  Not necessary for us to make a decision, but valuable:
It can help to write and submit a sample chapter. This can give you an idea of whether or not you can fit writing a book into your life. It also gives advisors and reviewers a better idea of what kind book you will be writing, giving us higher quality feedback. The chapters should reflect your writing style and the book's pedagogy. Although the sample chapters need not be in final form, they should be sufficiently polished to allow for a valid review. If possible, the sample should also include any rough sketches of figures, tables or diagrams.
· Author's Resume/Curriculum Vitae

The Next Step

When VMware Press receives a proposal for a book, we send it out to technical advisors, drawing on professionals in the field and/or the potential audience (including anyone you would like us to include in this process) for their feedback and comments. 

This feedback is very important as it helps us assess if this book is needed in the technical community. Response to the proposal adds to the further development of the book's outline, approach, etc. to make sure it is the best book on the topic. 

Once we have received feedback from technical reviewers and advisors, we will ask you to make any necessary changes to the proposal in response to these reviews. Then your editor will send the proposal to VMware Press’s Publication Committee for consideration. If the proposal is approved, we can sign a contract and begin work on the book.
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