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Introduction

Welcome to the Top 100 Windows 8.1 Apps. That’s both the title of this book and 
the description of what’s inside—sort of.

I say sort of because there are more than 100 apps listed in this book. Oh, there 
are exactly 100 recommended apps, but there are another 200 or so honorable 
mentions. So there are a lot of apps to choose from, if that’s what you’re 
looking for.

And I presume that quality apps are indeed what you’re looking for. There are tens 
of thousands of apps in Microsoft’s Windows Store, with more added every day. 
Some of these apps are truly great; many are good; most are average; and more 
than a handful really stink. This book is all about separating the wheat from the 
chaff, as it were, and helping you discover the best apps in any given category. 

Understanding Windows 8.1 Apps
Starting with Windows 8, and continuing into Windows 8.1, Microsoft introduced 
us to a new Modern interface. This tile-based, full-screen, touch-centric interface 
works quite well on tablets and a little less well on traditional notebook and 
desktop PCs. Whether or not you like it, however, it’s what we now have to call 
normal, so you better get used to it. ‘Nuff said.

Part and parcel of the Modern interface are Modern apps. These are apps that 
run in full-screen mode and perform specific tasks. (Don’t confuse them with 
traditional desktop apps, which still exist but aren’t what we’re talking about here.)

Microsoft includes a handful of these Modern apps with the new operating system, 
and some of these built-in apps are quite good. Other apps, from Microsoft and 
third-party publishers, are available in the Windows Store. You get to the Windows 
Store by clicking the Store tile on the Windows Start screen. Once there, you can 
browse or search for apps and download the ones you like.

Many Modern apps are free, but others cost real money. Fortunately, most paid 
apps are relatively inexpensive—typically only a few bucks each. That makes 
Modern apps far more affordable than old-school desktop software, which typically 
runs in the three figures. 



How to Find New Apps
The only place to find Windows 8.1 apps is in the Windows Store. It’s kind of like 
how Apple does apps for its iPhone and iPad; you do all your purchasing from the 
relevant app store.

The easiest way to find the apps discussed in this book is to search for them. You 
could browse the Store categories and hope to trip over a given app, but it’s just as 
likely that the one I recommend won’t pop up first in the category list.

So use the Store’s search function (it’s the search box at the top right of every Store 
page) and search for an app by name. Make sure you get the specific app, as many 
apps have similar names. When in doubt, look at the app publisher in addition to 
the app title.

How This Book Is Organized
I’ve organized this book the same way that the Windows Store is organized. 
(That’s after an introductory chapter that tells you all about Modern apps, of 
course.) There are 20 categories in the Store, so there are 20 app chapters (plus the 
introductory one) in this book. Simple enough.

That’s not to say, however, that Microsoft’s Store categories always make sense 
or are consistent. I can’t help it if the geniuses at the Microsoft mothership put an 
app in a category that doesn’t quite fit. I chose to be consistent with Microsoft’s 
organization, even if it isn’t completely consistent with itself.

Within each Store category, I then came up with categories of my own. That’s how 
we get 100 categories out of the 20-category Store. In the Social category, for 
example, I devised 8 separate app categories—Best Facebook App, Best Twitter 
App, Best Texting App, and so forth. I hope that my more focused categories prove 
more useful to you. 

How I Picked the Apps
Within each focused category, I offer a single recommended app. This is the app I 
like best, pure and simple. It may be the most popular app in the category, in terms 
of downloads, or it may not. It’s just the one I find that does the best job.

After the recommended app I often offer a few honorable mentions in a given 
category. These are apps that are also worth your consideration, and that some 
people might like better than my main recommendation. 

Introduction2
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By the way, not all of my recommended apps are free. If two apps are functionally 
identical, I tend to recommend the free or lower-cost one, but otherwise I just went 
for what’s best, not what’s cheapest. (And sometimes that’s the app that Microsoft 
bundled with Windows—go figure!) 

Keeping Up to Date
You should also know that publishers are constantly adding new apps to the 
Windows Store. That’s good; there’s always something new to consider. I chose the 
best apps available as of the beginning of 2014, but no doubt there will be some 
newer and better apps available by the time you read this book. That’s just the way 
it goes.

(For that matter, it’s likely that some of the apps I recommend will get updated 
over time. Hopefully that will make them even better.)

If you want to keep up with all the latest apps in the Windows Store, look for 
my monthly New Windows Apps articles on the Que Publishing website (www.
quepublishing.com). Each month I focus on the best new apps released to the 
Store. You should find it useful.

Finally, know that I made every effort to present accurate and up-to-date 
information in this book. It’s possible a few mistakes crept in, or that things 
changed from when I wrote the original text. That happens, and I apologize in 
advance for issues you may encounter. 

http://www.quepublishing.com
http://www.quepublishing.com


11
Food and Dining Apps

Everybody has to eat. Whether you’re cooking at home or eating out, you can use 
your Windows computer to help you find healthy and delicious choices for your 
next meal. There’s even a food and drink app included free with Windows 8.1!

Best Recipe App
Whether you’re into simple home cooking or you’re a budding gourmet chef, you 
need the right recipes to be successful. Fortunately, there are a number of recipe 
apps in the Windows Store, and they’re all worth checking out. 

Allrecipes
App: Allrecipes

Publisher: Allrecipes.com Inc.

Price: Free

Best Recipe App: Allrecipes.
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The quality of a recipe app rests on how good its recipes are, and the Allrecipes 
app features some very good recipes, indeed. This one comes from the folks at the 
Allrecipes website and features tens of thousands of different recipes, which you 
search for via ingredient. That is, you choose one or more primary ingredient, and 
Allrecipes lists recipes that use that ingredient. 

You can also search the Allrecipes database, using Windows’ built-in search 
function. Just press Windows+Q, enter your query, and see matching recipes. It’s a 
faster way to look for Shrimp Etoufee or Orange Chicken.

Each recipe is rated by other users, so you have some idea whether it’s any good 
or not. At the top of every recipe you see a summary that lists prep time, cook 
time, total time, calories, total fat, and cholesterol numbers. You can also adjust the 
recipe for different serving sizes, and save your favorite recipes for easy access in 
the future.

Honorable Mentions
App: Everyday Food

Publisher: Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia

Price: Free

App: Allthecooks Recipes

Publisher: Allthecooks LLC

Price: Free

App: Bing Food & Dining

Publisher: Microsoft

Price: Free

As good—and as popular—as Allrecipes is, there are lots of other recipe apps in 
the Windows Store worth checking out. Let’s start with Everyday Food, from the 
Martha Stewart conglomerate, which takes the same ingredient-based approach 
as the Allrecipes app. What I like about this one are the videos that demonstrate 
various cooking techniques. Hey, some of us need all the help we can get in the 
kitchen!

Allthecooks Recipes boasts more than 150,000 different recipes in its massive 
database, which is built on user submissions. (You can even submit your 
own recipes, directly from the app.) What’s nice about this one is the vibrant 
Allthecooks community, which you access via the discussion forums built into the 
app. It’s kind of a one-stop-shop for socially involved cooks,
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Honorable mention: Allthecooks Recipes.

Finally, don’t dismiss the Bing Food & Dining app included free with Windows 
8.1, which features lots of good recipes from a variety of sources. You can browse 
recipes by cooking method, course, cuisine, dietary requirements, difficulty, family, 
major ingredients, special occasion, or total time. The app also includes lots of 
videos demonstrating cooking tips and techniques, as well as information about 
and recipes from a number of celebrity chefs, including Wolfgang Puck, Tom 
Colicchio, and Marcus Samuelsson. Because you already have this one installed on 
your Windows 8 PC, you might as well check it out—you’ll probably like it.

Best Reservations App 
Do you like fine dining? Or do you prefer something more casual? Whatever type 
of food you like, if you want to guarantee a table at your favorite restaurant, you’ll 
need to make reservations—which you can do from within Windows.

OpenTable
App: OpenTable

Publisher: OpenTable

Price: Free

When it comes to making reservations online, OpenTable pretty much owns the 
category. The OpenTable app does everything that the website and mobile app 
do—that is, schedule reservations at all your favorite restaurants.
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Best Reservations App: OpenTable.

By default, the app displays panels for those restaurants closest to your current 
location. It’s a snap, however, to enter a different location, along with desired time 
and date for your dining. You can also go directly to any given restaurant, just by 
entering the restaurant’s name. 

When you search for restaurants by location, you see a list of matching restaurants 
along with when they have tables free. Click a restaurant to see more information, 
read the menu, and make a reservation. All the reservations are within the app, no 
phone calls or emails necessary.

Best Restaurant Review App 
After you’ve visited a restaurant (after using the OpenTable app for reservations, 
of course), why not let other diners know what you think of the joint? Not 
surprisingly, there are apps for that.

Urbanspoon
App: Urbanspoon

Publisher: Urbanspoon

Price: Free
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Best Restaurant Review App: Urbanspoon.

In the world of online crowd-sourced restaurant reviews, Urbanspoon is king. Its 
vast user base of diners ensures that most major restaurants are covered, and you’d 
be surprised how detailed most of the reviews are. I always check Urbanspoon 
before I make reservations at a place I haven’t eaten at before.

Now you can access all of the site’s reviews from the Urbanspoon app. There are 
a number of different ways to browse for restaurants—by cuisine, critic’s picks, 
bargain gems, price, even what’s currently open nearby. Press Windows+Q to 
search for specific restaurants, then create your own list of favorite establishments.

After you land on a page for a given restaurant, you see the ratings percentage (X% 
of users liked the place), user-submitted photos, pricing and offerings, and user 
reviews. Click or tap the Write a Review icon to write your own review and make it 
visible to the rest of the Urbanspoon community. 

Obviously, the more popular the restaurant the more reviews it will have. And your 
tastes may differ from those of other Urbanspoon users. But when you want to 
know as much as you can about a restaurant, the Urbanspoon app is hard to beat.

Honorable Mentions
App: FoodGraphic

Publisher: Three Screen Studios

Price: Free
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App: Zalp

Publisher: kk36

Price: Free

Honorable mention: FoodGraphic.

Yelp is Urbanspoon’s biggest competitor in online restaurant reviews, and 
although there is no official Yelp app for Windows 8.1 (at least not yet), there are 
two apps that use the Yelp database. In addition to being able to find restaurants 
by searching or browsing a map for a given location, the FoodGraphic app 
provides a variety of visualizations to help you compare different restaurants. 
For example, you can graph ratings, reviews, and distance for selected 
establishments—and even compare rating versus distance and rating versus 
reviews. It’s a nontraditional approach that appeals to data hounds.

The Zalp app takes a more traditional approach to finding specific restaurants; you 
can search by either name or location. What you get in return are Yelp ratings and 
Zagat scores for that location. Click the Yelp or Zagat logo to open the respective 
websites, or click the restaurant’s logo to go to its site. 

Best Wine and Cocktails App
Want to make the perfect martini? How about something fancier, like a red rooster 
or Alabama slammer? Yeah, you know the answer—there’s an app for that.
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Cocktail Flow
App: Cocktail Flow

Publisher: Distinction Ltd.

Price: Free

Best Wine and Cocktails App: Cocktail Flow.

The very best cocktails app for Windows 8.1 is Cocktail Flow. You can browse 
recipes by type of alcohol (whiskey, vodka, rum, and so on), color, and type (classic, 
exotic, and so forth). Press Windows+Q to search for specific cocktails.

Each recipe gives you a nice picture of the finished product, a list of ingredients, 
and the necessary step-by-step mixing instructions. You even get a list of similar 
cocktails, which is nice for finding new drinks.

The Cocktail Flow app also lets you manage your bar inventory, as well as create 
a list of your favorite drinks. There are a few single-screen “bar guides” with very 
basic information, but these are better skipped if you know your stuff.

Bottom line, you use Cocktail Flow to learn how to concoct a variety of interesting 
and tasty alcoholic beverages. It’s good for that.
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Honorable Mentions
App: Bing Food & Dining

Publisher: Microsoft

Price: Free

App: BarStack

Publisher: Kurt Tomlinson

Price: $1.49

Honorable mention: Bing Food & Dining.

The Bing Food & Dining app included with Windows 8.1 is also pretty useful for 
home mixologists. With the Cocktails section you can browse recipes by difficulty, 
flavor profile, glass, and ingredients, and the Wine section displays wines by 
category, region, type, and varietal. There’s a lot of good information here, and it’s 
already installed on your PC. 

Then there’s the BarStack app, which lets you manage all aspects of your home 
bar. When you go shopping, add your recently purchased ingredients to your 
inventory. You can then let BarStack analyze what you have on hand to determine 
what drinks you can make. Kind of neat. 
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