Chapter
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The Juice: A Podcast
Aggregator

For those who may not be ﬁlmi/iaf; padmsfs are audio programs, ﬂenerﬂ/[y
pro vided in a formﬂt that is convenient far handheld media p/ﬂyers. The name
is a play on Apple’s popular iPod multimedia player, but podcasts work with
any number of compati/a/e devices. You can even p/ﬂﬂ them on Yyour home
computer. Because they are pon‘a/ﬂ/e, however, podcasts are ﬂrmt diversions

on trains or while 5/'£tinj m wait/hﬂ rooms.

167



168 Chapter 12 The Juice: A Podcast Aggregator

Podcasts can be music programs, news programs, or just some gal talking
about whatever floats into her mind at the time. In terms of subject matter,
you can probably find a podcast that covers just about any subject imaginable.
There are slick, professional podcasts, and there are strictly amateur presen-
tations. In the previous chapter on Audacity, | gave you some tips on joining
the legion of podcasters by creating your own audio program.

What generally sets a podcast apart from any other audio program you
can download on the Internet is that you can subscribe to podcasts using an
RSS aggregator. | introduced you to Internet news feeds using RSS when |
covered Firefox and Thunderbird. You could think of podcasts as audio news
programs, although news may be the least of it when it comes to podcasts.

When you really start to get into podcasts, you need some way to effec-
tively download and collect them. Chasing down podcasts, looking for new
programs, and downloading them can take a frightful amount of time. That’s
why podcast aggregators are such a great idea. In this chapter, I'm going to
cover one of the best podcast aggregators out there.

The Juice on the Juice

For starters, the perfect podcast aggregator would contain its own directory
of podcasts categorized into an easy-to-search list of topics. Add to that an
easy one-button system to add feeds, a new show scanning feature so you
don't have to go looking for the latest shows, and a system of automatic
scheduled downloads running in the background, and you've got the makings
of a great program. As it turns out, the Juice does all those things.

When you start Juice for the first time, it creates a folder in your My Doc-
uments folder called My Received Podcasts. You can override this default by
selecting Preferences from the File menu. I'll discuss preferences a little later,
but let’s start with a little tour first.

The Juice interface has the usual menu bar running along the top offering
access to all the program’s features. There are four main tabs: Downloads,
Subscriptions, Podcast Directory, and Cleanup (see Figure 12-1). You most
likely will find the Subscriptions tab selected by default. The larger portion of
the interface under this tab is a two-paned view that shows a list of sub-
scribed podcasts in the upper pane. If you click one of these shows, the bot-
tom pane loads the latest episodes for those shows and lists them in the
bottom pane.
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@ Juice - Podcast receiver vZ.2

File Edit Wiew Tools Help

Dawnloads | Subscriptions |F'odcast directary | Cleanup

WE e @ q

Mame State B Location
= Default Channel Subscribed 00 radioweblogs.com 0001014/ categonesipodderTes. .
= Juice Hews Subszcribed 00 juicereceiver.sf net/podcastsfuice-uzers. xml

Epizode State MEB Location

I et run:

Figure 12-1 The Juice podcast receiver starts with a couple of default podcasts in its
subscription list.

Note Afifth tab labeled Log may also be present. The presence
of the Log tab can be turned on or off via Preferences. I'll cover
Preferences a little later.

Let’s move to the Podcast Directory tab now. You see a list of folders
describing various directories and top podcast collections available. Click one
of these collections and it downloads the most current list. At any point, you
can force a refresh by clicking the Refresh icon on the far left of the icon bar.
That’s the best way to make sure you are working from a recent list. Click the
plus sign beside any of these directories and the directory expands to show
you all the programs listed there (see Figure 12-2).
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@ Juice - Podcast receiver v2.21
File Edit WYiew Tools Help

Downloads Subscriptions| Podcast directony |Cleanup Log

(4] 2 | [
|2 Directary &

=) Newly ddded Directaries

(= IndiePodder.org: Podeasting Central [dawnloading 100%]

=) PodMova Top 40

(=) GigaDial 25 Latest

=) adam Curry's Pod Squad

=) iPadder Mast Papular —

=R} iFodders Top Picks
= Coverville

this WEEK. in TECH

Reel Reviews Radio

Diggnation wekevin Fose & Alex Albrecht

Skepticality - Science and Skeptic Thought

Dragon Page Cover to Cover - Science fiction books & author interviews with Michael & Evo

The wizards of Technology -

Tiki Bar T [video) w

popooone

Click on a feed in the tree or type/paste in the space abowve then click add.

Figure 12-2  No need to go hunting through podcast directories. Juice provides its own,
extensive list.

Note As soon as you start downloading content, a new tab,
labeled Log, appears. As it sounds, this is a log of the work Juice is
doing for you.

Now, let’s get back to those podcast directories. Take some time to go
through them. Notice that some are organized by popularity, others by the
rating of a particular podcast directory service. Others still are listed accord-
ing to the type of content. Perhaps the most interesting here is the one called
Libsyn Podcasts, because it contains a massive list of podcasts.

Subscribing to a Podcast

To subscribe to a podcast, click the title and it appears in the top field to the
left of the Add button. Next—you guessed it—click the Add button. If the
podcast you want isn't listed here, you can add it manually by clicking Tools
on the menu bar and selecting Add a Feed (see Figure 12-3).
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@ Add a Feed M=E3

General |Cleanup Luthentication

Title | |

JRL |http:ﬁwww.covewille.com#indeH.HmI |

Go to subscriptions tab to see this feed's episodes

I Save H Cancel ]

Figure 12-3 When you add a feed, a window appears, allowing you to
modify some settings on that feed.

The dialog has three tabs: General, Cleanup, and Authentication. The
feed’s URL is automatically entered for you. The title is filled in for you auto-
matically when the feed is added. Notice the Go to Subscriptions Tab to See
This Feed’s Episodes check box. If you are adding a lot of feed up front, you
may want to uncheck this because it takes you from the directory to the Sub-
scriptions tab.

The Cleanup tab is interesting because it provides a means of automati-
cally cleaning up old episodes. Check the Automatically Delete Episodes
More Than check box (see Figure 12-4). This activates a field where you can
specify the age of the podcast before it is deleted. The default, upon activa-
tion, is 14 days. Think of it as a free maid service for your PC.

& Add a Feed

Generall Clearup |.ﬁ.uthenticati0n

Automatically delete episodes more than days old

I Save H Cancel ]

Figure 12-4 No need to worry about cleaning up after yourself. Select
the Cleanup tab and tell Juice you want it done automatically.
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The Authentication tab is rarely used, but if you subscribe to a podcast
that requires you to enter a username and password, this is where you enter
this information.

Selecting and Downloading Podcasts

As you subscribe to various podcasts, subfolders with the names of those
podcasts are created in your My Received Podcasts folder. For instance, |
have folders called Coverville, KFI Tech Guy, and Quirks and Quarks, among
others. Each folder holds that particular show’s podcasts, so it’s a good thing
to have lots of disk space. I'll discuss housecleaning shortly.

Let’s go back to the Subscriptions tab (see Figure 12-5). A list of all the
podcasts to which you have subscribed are in the top half of the main win-
dow. Click any of these shows and the bottom pane lists the various episodes,
the size of the show, and its location on the Web. Look to the far left next to
the episode title and you see a check box. Click this box to flag the episode for
download. A little green arrow next to the episode title means it has already
been downloaded to your system.

@ Juice - Podcast receiver v2.21
File Edit WYiew Tools Help

Downloads | Subseriptions | Podeast diectory | Cleanup | Log

BE oo™ & <«

Mame State B Location
= Slacker Astronamy Subscrbed 0.0 slackerastronomy.argdslack-live. sml
= KFl Tech Guy Subscrbed 46.2  leo.amdpodcastsdkli
= commandi h.264 Subscribed 0.0 feeds feedbumer.com/command-n/h264
= | Our Time Subscribed 0.0 downloads bbe.coukdrmhttp/downloadtrial/radiod ...
il

= Coverville Subscribed 0.0  covervile comdnde

=] 1=l [

= Science T alk: The Podcast of Scientific Amerni..  Subscribed 0.0 scian.com/podcast/sciam_podcast_rxml

Epizode State B Location -
M-Searching for the Gay Gene To Download 95  hitpe//podeast cbo.ca/mp3dquirks_20080708_7..
02-Guano-eating Salamanders To Download 36  hitpddpodeast cbe.ca/mp3dquirks_20080708_7 ..
03-Mew Dinozaur 5 pecies To Download 36 hitpe/fpodeast cbhe. ca/mp3dquirks_ 20060708 7.
[ 04-Plarts in Space Skipped 3.7 hitpeddpodeast cbe.ca/mp3dquirks_20080708_7..
[ D5-Question - Gas Clouds in Space Skipped 2.8  hittpe/dpodeast. cbe.ca/mp3/dquirks 20080708 7.
[ZJ M-5pace Exploration - Humans or Robots Skipped 11.8  http:/fpodeast.cbhe.ca/mp3dquirks 20080701_7...
[T D2*w/ omen Brewrnasters Skipped 4.0 hitp/podeast che.ca/mp2/guiks_20060701_7... .

Mest rur:

Figure 12-5 Subscription lists allow you to individually select episodes for download.
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After you have selected the episodes you want, click the first button on
the left of the icon bar, the one that says, “Check for New Podcasts,” when
you pause your mouse cursor over it. T he button turns gray and the down-
load of your podcasts begins. To see the progress of those downloads, click
the Downloads tab. You see the current state of the download, as well as the
speed and percentage completed of the transfer (see Figure 12-6).

@ Juice - Podcast receiver v2.21

File Edit Yiew Tools Help

Downloads | Subscriptions | Padeast directory | Cleanup | Log

(] Q
Mame State Progress Drate Flaylist ~

() Seience Talk: June 21, 2005 Queued = Science Talk:
(@ Science Talk: June 23, 2006 Downloaded 11 Jul 2008, 11:0...  Science Talk:
([ Science Talk: July 5, 2006 Gueued - Science Talk:
() Rurining Backwards while Moving Forward [OF]  Queued - Slacker Astran
@ Bigger Than the Motar Car [OF] Diavnlaading F3.2%; 365 3kB /= - Slacker Astral
@ Wieird Physics[FF) Downloaded 11 Jul 2006, 11:0... Slacker Astror
'_‘ Diusty SupemovaelFF] Gueued = Slacker Astrol
@ Coverville 216: Tonight, your chauffewr belon...  Downloading 0.0%; 0.0kB /= - Coverville

(@ Covervile 218 Triple Takes 1l Quzued - Coverville

'_‘ Coverville 219: Coaling off your hot summer.... Lueued - Coverville

() commandM E pizode 51 Queued - commandt h.
@ 024+ omen Brewmasters Downloaded 11 Jul 2008, 11:0...  Qluirks & Quar
() 01-5pace Exploration - Humans or Robots Queued - Quirks & Quar
() 03-New Dinosaur Speciss Queued - Quirks & Quar
(?} 02-Guano-eating 5alamanders Queued - Cluirks & Quar a3
- —— _ . Se——

Live downloads: 2 Upload speed: 0.0kB/s Download speed: 364 7kB /s
Downloading itern ¢ of 19 [:]
|

Figure 12-6 As the download progresses, status reports are provided via the Downloads
tab.

Finally, we get to the whole point of finding and downloading all these
shows, and that’s listening to them. Take a look again at that little green arrow
to the left of your downloaded episodes (this applies to both the Download
and the Subscriptions tab). Either double-click the entry or right-click and
select Play Episode in Media Player from the pop-up menu.

By default, Juice uses the i Tunes music player, but this is not the only player
it supports. The default Microsoft Media Player is supported as is Winamp. To
change your player, click File on the menu bar and select Preferences. A multi-
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tabbed window appears. (I'll discuss the Preferences dialog a little more
shortly.) Select the Player tab, and then click on the radio button to select your
favorite player. Looking at Figure 12-7, you'll notice that | switched mine to use
Winamp. There is one other choice: to use no player at all.

GE @ DD & a

Name State ME Location
= Slacker Astronomy Subszeribed 126  slackerastronamy. arg/slack-live. xml
= Science T alk: The Podeast of Scientific Amencan  Subscribed 1.0 sciam.com/podcast/sciam_podcast_rxml
= KA Tech by e ——— Wi ———— o
= commandi h 264 Fle  Play Options  “iew Help wmensws_|Acommand-n/h264
In Our Time rnhttp/downloadtnial/radio...
= Covervile i Eﬁ'&.m il

=1 Quirks & Quarks Segmented cludes/quirks. xml

E pizode
@ 01-Searching faor the Gay Gel

®
@

Y quitks_20060708_7...
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] 04-Plantz in Space Skipped 37 http//podeast che.ca/mp3/quiks_20080708_7...

[T 05-Question - Gas Clouds in Space Skipped 28  hittpe/fpodeast.cbe.cadmp3dquinks 20060708_7 ...

@ 01-5pace Explaration - Humans or Robats Downloaded 11.8  http://podeast.che.casmp3/quiks 20060701_7 ...

@ 024 omen Brewmasters D ownloaded 4.0 http://podcast.cbe.cadmp3dguiks_200607071_7... <
Mest ru:

Figure 12-7 By default, the Juice launches iTunes to play your podcasts, but you can set
the configuration to use other players such as WinAmp, as seen here.

Tweaking the Juice

Having just mentioned the Preferences dialog, | feel | should spend just a little
more time on it. | had you change the player a moment ago, but there is a lot
more to see here. Click File and select Preferences. If you did change the
player to something else, the Player tab is selected. Click the General tab and
you see a number of start and runtime options (see Figure 12-8).

For the Juice to fold nicely into the panel, you need to click the Continue
Running in the Background When | Close the Main Window check box. To
keep your new settings, you must click the Save button.
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Drafa

General | Threading | Metwork. settings | Player || File Types || Feed manager | Advanced

Set the general options for the Juice application

]t startup anly show Juice in the system tray

[C1Run a check for new podeasts when the application is started
[C1Play downloads right after they're downloaded

Check for new versions of the application at startup.

Catchup skips older episodes permanently

[ Cantinue running in the backaround when | cloze the main window
[ 5ot cleanup tab by size.

Location and storage management
Stop downloading if harddisk reaches a minimal of

|

Download podcasts into this folder

|C:\Documents and Settings\Compag_Ownerity Documentzity Received Podoasts | [ Browse

Save Cancel

Figure 12-8 The Preferences dialog is worth close examination. There are several settings
that will interest you.

There are other settings that are worth looking at as well as tweaking.
Under the Threading tab, you may want to change the number of downloads
per session, assuming, of course, that your machine or network connection
can handle the load. Network Settings are important if you are running
behind a proxy server of some kind. I've already covered the Player tab, but
there are some i Tunes and Winamp specific settings should you choose either
of these. The last thing I'll mention here is the Feed Manager tab, where you
can enter a URL to synchronize your subscriptions.

Running on Automatic

One of the great things about using Juice is that after you have it set up, it can
handle all your podcast needs without you having to lift a finger. Juice swal-
lows down into a nice, lemony applet in your system tray so that the program
can keep running out of the way.
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This is particularly handy when you consider Juice’s scheduling function-
ality. From the Subscription tab, click the Scheduler button on the icon bar
(or click Tools from the menu bar and select Scheduler) to automate your
podcast downloads. The Scheduler window appears but the system is not yet
running. To activate the Scheduler, click the Enable Scheduler check box (see
Figure 12-9).

@® Scheduler E|
Settings

Enable scheduler
Select radio buttong below to check at specific imes or at regular intervals:

(73 Check at specific times

@i

Fiepeat every 12 hours ~

Labest rum:
Mot pet
Mt mun:
<nonex

’ Save ” Cancel l

Figure 12-9 By activating the scheduler, Juice will automatically
scan for updated podcasts and download them for you unattended.

Automatic updates and downloads to subscribed feeds can be set to run
at a specific time of day or at regular intervals throughout the course of the
day (e.g., every 12 hours). That way, you don't have to spend time checking
up on new episodes. Just let Juice squeeze the fresh podcasts for you.
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Cleaning Up

Although you may have set your podcasts for automatic cleanup when you
added the feed, it is possible that the sheer number of podcasts on your sys-
tem may begin taking up more space than you expected. It’s time for a little
cleanup.

Click the Cleanup tab, and then select one of your feeds from the drop-
down list. A list of episodes associated with that feed appears in the lower
pane (see Figure 12-10).

@ Juice - Podcast receiver v2.21

File Edit View Tools Help

Downloads || Subscriptions | Podcast director_l,l| Cleanup

Select a feed

Adam Curry: iPodder Test Channel [ 0.6ME] V| [ Refresh

Look for epizodes in

Flayer library
Downloads falder

iPodder Default 'welcome Meszage [ 0GME: 11 Jul 2006)

Delete library ertries Delete downloaded files

[ Select all ][Selectnone H Delete ]

Figure 12-10 From the Cleanup tab, its easy to select and clean up old podcasts. Select
all or choose from individual episodes.

Select the episodes individually or click the Select All button to delete
everything. When you are ready, click Delete.
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Locating More Podcasts

The built-in directory of podcasts is a nice place to start, but you may find
yourself asking for more as the podcast madness takes hold. As | suggested
earlier, you can find links to podcasts on a number of sites, then enter them
into your subscription list manually. Still, there is something very nice about a
large directory, organized by category. On that note, take a look at the follow-
ing list and you'll find tons of podcasts covering every imaginable subject.

Indiepodder.org http://www.ipodder.org/
Podcast.net http://www.podcast .net/
PodcastDirectory.com http://www.podcastdirectory.com/
Podfeed.net http://podfeed.net/

Yahoo! Podcast Directory http://podcasts.yahoo.com/

All are organized by subject area and most feature a keyword search to
help you find exactly what you are looking for. Enjoy!

Resources

Juice
http://juicereceiver.sourceforge.net
iTunes Music Player
http://www.apple.com/itunes/
Winamp

http://www.winamp.com





