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Reviewed by Glenn Bradley

I have used the first edition of Jeff Doyle’s Routing TCP/IP volumes 1 and 2 for some time now.  I consider them essential to studying for the CCIE lab exam.  They also act as an ongoing reference for any networking professional.  I was anxious to review the second edition and have not been disappointed.

I was impressed that this second edition appears to be a well thought out re-presentation of the material.  By that I mean it is not just the first edition with some bolt-on additions but rather a fresh covering of the material with the updates that inundate our industry woven in as opposed to added on to the existing text.

I find rare cases to employ RIP in my current work but as an old dog, I tend to monitor its evolution.  The book does one of the best jobs of conveying RIPng and its exclusive use with IPv6 that I have seen.  An important note that other writers seem to overlook is the reliance of RIPng on IPv6 authentication mechanisms.  Coverage of EIGRP’s approach to IPv6 was lacking but I am told this was due to press dates vs. standards publishing or some such.  Separate research for this technology would be required for those that need it.
In typical Doyle fashion, information is presented in a very matter of fact way, diagrams are clear and correctly annotated.  Command output is easy to follow and well trimmed of content that does not apply directly to the point being illustrated.  I have chastised other Cisco Press books for failure to hit this level of clarity and correctness.  It is a peeve of mine to have to flip back and forth several pages (or even chapters) to reference a diagram or a table that is being discussed in the current chapter.

Overall:  As expected I was quite pleased with the book and will recommend it to anyone pursuing their CCIE certification.  I will also recommend this book (as I have the first edition) to anyone involved in higher level network design and administration.  I heartily give the book five stars as I believe most reviewers will.

