“For a list of all the ways technology has

failed to improve the quality of life,

please press three.”

—ALICE KAHN

MANAGING A WEEKLY
PUBLICATION



In Chapter 2, “Updating a Daily News

Site,” you put together a daily newspaper.

You learned how to fashion columns and

create readable style. But more magic is

needed to manage the design and tech-

nology of publications—especially large

publications and information sites. In this

chapter, you explore some of these

issues through WebRevi ew. com an

award-winning resource site for web

developers and designers.




Project 2

Managing a Weekly
Publication

By Molly E. Holzschlag

PROJECT SNAPSHOT

The problem: Managing larger, regularly updated,

content-rich sites.

This chapter is for anyone who is looking for solutions to
manage navigation, presentation, and effective markup of

large, content-rich sites.

TECHNICAL SPECS

The following are the technical specifications that you

need to manage a weekly publication:

m Markup used—XHTML 1.0 (You can also use
HTML 4 if you prefer.)

u Document type definition (DTD) used—Transitional.
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From a markup perspective, I used XHTML 1.0 transitional when I developed the
site. My rationale for doing so was two-fold. First, a site that’s predominantly made
up of text conceivably can be simplified to ensure crisp separation of document
formatting and presentation, even using complicated tables to ensure the layout
remains intact across platforms and browsers. The rationale was a good one, but
during the production process, I learned my choice was compromised by the
amount of ads I had to design into the site. The more complex a layout becomes,

the more difficult it becomes to separate document formatting from presentation.

The second reason I selected XHTML 1.0 was that I wanted to make a statement
that showed that XML—in the form of XHTML—could easily be used on the
web. I learned some interesting lessons from making the choice to use XHTML,

especially in terms of JavaScript, as you see later in this chapter.

Because the exercises in this chapter are comparative, you can choose to use HTML
4 or XHTML 1.0. My only recommendation is that you stick to the transitional
DTD to ensure utmost flexibility in a design that’s still primarily accessed through
the web. If you're shifting toward a publication that appeals to users accessing with

wireless and other devices, consider moving to strict markup instead.
Here are the additional technologies or skills that you need:

Familiarity with HTML.

Familiarity with a text editor, such as Notepad, SimpleText, or a favorite

HTML editor.

Browser considerations: Cross-browser compatible site.
You must use an external style sheet and an embedded style sheet.

Here’s how you should structure your site. In the case of WebRevi ew. com the
site uses a hierarchical structure. Top-level pages are used daily. The second tier
contains information by year, and the third level contains the individual issues and

their dependents by date.

How a real-world site is structured will be determined greatly by individual needs.
So if you have a publication site that is updated monthly, you’ll have different
archival management needs. What’s more, you might already be working on a site
that has legacy problems with structure and have to make do. See the sidebar,

“Structure Inspiration” for some ideas on how to solve structure problems.

A primary concern with any regularly published, content-rich site is how
to effectively manage a site’s infrastructure. There’s no definite answer
here—much depends on your publication’s specific needs. However, it’s a
good idea to grab a pen and paper, a great big white board or charting soft-
ware, such as Visio, and work out the site’s physical structure before you

attempt to write any of the markup.

A strong physical site structure helps ensure that your markup is more con-
sistent. Where things such as directories for images, media, and style sheets,
archived information, and so on, are placed will immediately be reflected in
the way you write your internal links. This, in turn, reflects on the markup

and the speed at which you can troubleshoot problematic documents.

Unfortunately, many of you will walk into situations that you can’t change;
pre-existing problems must be dealt with as best as possible. Streamline
wherever you can. Cleaner markup that relies on style sheets makes so
much sense when it’s put into this perspective. Imagine how easy it would
be to update a site simply by changing its style sheet and not having to

rebuild it from the ground up? Now that’s practical.

How IT WORKS

It’s just coincidental that I was working on this book when WebRevi ew. comwas
being restructured. This restructuring meant having to take a hard look at markup
and structure. Some of the detailed problems I needed to tackle included the follow-
ing:
Make the most of available screen space—The old site design was a
fixed-width table, centered on the page. Three columns were then within
that table. The look was a bit old-fashioned and cramped. The solution?

Use dynamic tables.

Solve problems with site structure and navigation—\WebRevi ew. com

was created in 1995, and as it grew, it became like a ramshackle house—rooms
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upon rooms with some rooms staring to fall down.
The site really needed a navigation and structure
update. To solve this problem, I reorganized the site
structure and made the navigation global. I also put the

navigation into Server Side Includes (SSIs).

®m Manage consistency from page to page more
effectively—Headers were inconsistent in style and
color; sometimes, graphics were used instead of text
headers; and navigation was incredibly problematic due
to the growth of sections. No consistent navigation
existed on the site. Style sheets came to the rescue in

terms of achieving consistency.

m Incorporate advertisements effectively into the
interface and solve scripting problems—A major
challenge with interface design on a commercial site is
how to place numerous ads on a page and still keep the
content in focus. What’s more, ad delivery often
comes from external vendors who serve up their own
brand of markup. Correcting problem markup and
escaping characters properly when using XHTML
helped to successfully address these problems.

Managing issues such as these is standard fare for the pro-
fessional web designer these days. You must analyze an
existing site and make complex decisions that will be

matched by equally complex technology solutions.

MANAGING LAYOUT

For this example, you’ll use a mixed fixed width and
dynamic table layout in XHTML 1.0 transitional that

effectively manages navigation, content, and graphics
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along with a total of seven ads on the page.

The virtues of the fixed and dynamic layout combinations
are numerous, including cross-resolution compatibility,
visual control over specific areas of the document, and

dynamic flow of specific areas.

Download the code samples related to this chapter from
this book’s web site and follow along. You will want to

have the mast er _docunent . ht M and the t abl e_t em

plate

.htnh documents available.

To achieve a combination of fixed and dynamic layout

tables, follow these steps:

Open tabl e_tenpl ate. htm in your editor.

It should read

In the table tag itself, insert the following border,

Fixed-table cells require either a graphic of the cell’s exact width (such as a header), or a single-

pixel GIF shim set to the width of the table to ensure the cell does not collapse.

Graphic shims have been a long-debated issue. The idea of a graphic shim goes right to the heart of
the argument that says document formatting and presentation should be separated. If browsers con-
form to current CSS2 standards, and if all people had browsers that conformed, we could toss the

idea of a shim out the window and rely on style-sheet positioning to control presentation instead.

Until then, the shim is the only invisible method to ensure that a fixed cell does not collapse.

0 100% 0

51

ATX3IIM VYV HNIDVNVYN

NOIlLVYOIlITlTdand



52

width, and padding attributes:

The width is dynamic, set to 100 percent. This
ensures that the entire document dynamically adjusts
to the available screen space. Setting the defaults of
padding and spacing to O eliminates any problems
with spliced graphics within the table by ensuring

that no unwanted gaps appear.
In the first table cell, add the following attributes:

You'll notice that this cell has a numeric value, like

its W dt h attribute. This fixes the size.

In the second table cell, add the following attributes:

In this case, the cell is dynamic—its content stretches
to the available resolution. Notice that the value is
100 percent. This means that the content portions of

the site will be dynamic to the most-available space.
In the third table cell, add the following attributes:

This cell is fixed. Again, a graphic or shim set to

the same width of the cell will be helpful to ensure

200

100



against collapsing cells.

Insert this table into an HTML or XHMTL docu-
ment template of your own and add content to see

how it works.
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for your site. At WebRevi ew. com several choices were
made regarding the global style for all documents. I want-
ed WebRevi ew. comto have good onscreen readability

(characteristics for good onscreen readability are described
in Chapter 2).

The bulk of the site uses high contrast: black text on a
white background. I also chose sans-serif fonts. I made the
choice to use points when sizing fonts (a controversial
choice, but I prefer the fixed rather than dynamic results),
and I added a variety of features needed for the color
palette, link behaviors, and specialty text, such as block

quotes and code samples.

To create a style sheet that’s suitable for highly readable

documents, follow these steps:

Download and open the nast er _styl e. css docu-

ment to see WebRevi ew. conis sheet for comparison.

Begin a new, blank document in your text editor;
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11pt
verdana, helvetica, aria, sans-serif
nor nal
nor nal
#000000
12pt
none

15pt
verdana, helvetica, aria, sans-serif
bol d
nor nal
#000000
none

continues



continued

2 {

3 {

name it styl e. css.
3 In the document, add the following:
41 Add the header and link information.

Listing 3.1 shows the header and link information for WebRevi ew.

fot-size : 14pt;

fot-famly : verdana, helvetica, aria, sans-serif;
font-wel ght @ bold,

fot-style : nornal ;

cdo : #000000;

text-decoration : none;

fot-size : 13pt ;

fot-famly : verdana, helvetica, aria, sans-serif;
font-wei ght : bol d;

fot-style : nornmal ;

cdo : #000000;

text-decoration : none;

font-size © 1lpt;
font-famly @ verdana, helvetica, arial, sans-serif ;

com

font-vel ght : bold;
fot-style : normal ;
cdo : #000000;
[Tre-heigt @ 11pt;
text-decoration : none;
}
a {
cdo: #336699;
text-decoration : none;
}
avisited {
cdo: #336699;
text-decoration : none;
}
aactive {
cdo: #CC9933;
+ + -l P P - nane
}
a hover {
cdo : #FF9933;
}
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To ensure that your list items pick up style in as
many browsers as possible, be sure to apply the style

to the list types, as follows:

Caution: Netscape 4.x doesn't properly read styles
assigned to the list item tag ). So it's important to
apply those styles to the list type (U, @, or d ),
because Netscape 4.x browsers will then apply the
styles more consistently.

11pt
verdana, helvetica, aria, sans-serif
nor nal
nor nal
#000000
none

11pt
verdana, helvetica, aria, sans-serif
nor nal
nor nal
#000000
none

11pt
verdana, helvetica, aria, sans-serif
nor nal
nor nal
#660000
12pt
none



To add inline code, preformatted text, and block code style

quote text, use the following code: Within the browser you'll note

scrollbar, ready to accept yourldebuggmg. You can also just that code and preformatted

open a window with the javaseript: protecel directly in the )
link too. If you use this method, you may want to specify text styles now appear in
features, you can add style rules as needed. The javaseripkrveid TO ensure your original window does not monospace font.
change. Since I prefer to keep my JavaScript separate from
my HTML body as much as possible, [ generally use the
number of reasons in HTML and XHTML, but abowe function,

here for denoting code) is now styled on any page

Remember that any time you require special text

figure shows how preformatted text (used for a

war myWVar = "Three Stooges';

linking to this sheet. war mysum = 5 + 3;

war myObd = document.button;

debugHindow. document. writeln( ' ') ;

debugHindow. document. writeln( 'the walus of myVar i= '+ myVar + '
i

debugHindow. document. writeln| 'the walus of mysum is ' +mysum+’
i

gpt debugHindow. document.writeln( 'the walue of myObj is '+myObj+!

courier, courier new ;13; p ) . .
Hi . t.writ e =T tml=ty s
I:In‘Dnospace ebugHindow. document.writeln( '<%/body><" /htm N

nor nal . .
nor nal The line break 4t the end of each writeln statementis to
#660000 make sach statement show up on a separate line, Add
meaningful cormments to Your writeln statements to indicate
12pt what you are chhecking for! Also, with any document.write
none statements, belcareful to escape any special characters such
as / or quotatign marks, by placing a backslash Y in front,
pre style
9Ipt

courier, courier new
Ononospace
nor nal
nor nal
#660000
12pt
none

11pt
verdana, hel vetica,
Oaid, sas-serif
nor nal
nor nal
#000000
12pt
none
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Save the file. Link any documents you’d like to have
the style sheet influence by adding the following

markup to the head section of that document:

Tip: You'll want to adjust the href attribute to the proper
location within your own directories. When | have only
one or two style sheets for a web site, | tend to put them
on the top level. When | have more than two or three
style sheets, | keep them in a separate style directory.

Tip: To see if your style passes muster, use the W3C's
CSS Validator service, available at j i gsaw w8. or g/
css-validator/ .

styl e. css text/css st yl esheet

Briefly mentioned in Chapter 2, there is an historical basis for why head-
ers in HTML are formulated the way that they are. In publishing, the
need to designate top-level content from supporting subjects is impor-
tant. Look, for example, at this chapter. It uses a system of headers that
denote this process. If a topic is primary, it received a certain type of
header, with specific styles attached. If it is secondary, that header is likely
to be smaller and differently styled, and so on.

As you know, h1 headers, by default, will be larger than an h6 header. It’s
my recommendation that you use headers consistent with the use that was
originally intended for them. h1 headers should be larger and perhaps

bolder than any lower-level headers you use. You can choose different col-
ors for header levels if you like; it just depends on the aesthetic that you’re
trying to achieve. What you do not want to do is randomly assign styles to

header levels. If you do this, you won’t achieve consistent results.

When it comes to links, no hard and fast rules exist. In fact, there’s some
debate as to the appropriateness of coloring links at all and simply allow-
ing them to remain default colors—blue for standard, purple for visited,
and so forth. This argument is based on ideas set forth by various usabili-
ty specialists, who feel that the consistency across all sites achieved by this

is a benefit.

I don’t agree. As a designer, matching link colors to the esthetic of
your design is important. I will say, however, that keeping your link
colors consistent throughout your site is imperative for a professional-

looking site.



CONTROLLING TABLE STYLE

In certain instances, such as when information must be
accessible through a visible grid system, WWebRevi ew. com
uses tables for the display of information. In these
instances, the requirements for detailed style become nec-
essary. For example, embedded style is an excellent style
method choice when you have only a few pages that

require the particular style applied to them.
To embed a style sheet, follow these steps:

1 Openan HTML or XHTML document. You can
use mast er _docurrent . ht m if you like.

2 In the head portion of the document, insert the
opening and closing styl e tags:

3 Insert the style rules:

GUIDES

Style Sheets

Web Browsers Wi MSIE 5.5 |JDK 1.1 v |y[2] | v [t.5ECMAl css2 | v [wIE]| v [ple]

Web.Tools [1] [a] [4]

Ranking System Win MS IE 5.0 ¥ y v |y |1.3ECMAl CSSZ | ¥ | v v | p

RESOURCES gl MS IE 4.0 Y W W ¥ 1.2 ECMA&| CS51 | ¥ W Y al

FirmFinder il M5 IE 3.0 Y Y I v | 1.0 (k) 2} Y il y il

Newslettars Win MS IE 2.0 n n W n n n n n n n
Mac MS IE 5.0 |JDK 1.1 ¥ v | ¥ [1.3ECMalCcssz |y |[1s] ¥ n

ABOUT [21] [20] [19]

WebReview . com Mac MS 1E 4.0 W Y W ¥ |1.2 ECMA| CSS51 | w W W n

Wwrite for Us Mac MS IE 2.0 y y y y | 1.0 (k) p Y n ¥ n

Advertising Mac MS IE 2.0 n W VoY n n n| n n n

Staff UNIX  |MS IE 4.01] y y y |y Lzecmalcesi |y Ly [y | n

Contact Platform E|

NETWORK : e ———————

WEhRe B .com Wit MM 6 ok 1.3 v |wl2] | v (1.5 ECwMal css2 |y ly[100/y[11]| p

webTechnigues.com . [7] (5] (2] [12]

Wieh2001Show . com Lyl MM 4.7/4.5 JDK 1.1| ¥ Y ¥ |1.3 ECMA| C551 | ¥ Y i n

InternetandMobile.com Wi NN 4 ¥ ¥ ¥y | ¥ 1.2 CS51 | ¥ ¥ n n
Pl MM 3.0 W Y I W 1.1 n Y n n n
gl MM 2.0 y Y Y W 1.0 f Y il f r
Mac MM 4.77/4.5 [JDK 1.1 W Y Y |1.3 ECMA| C551 i W n n
rac MM 4,06 Y W W Y 1.2 C551 | ¢ W n n
Mac MM 3.0 W W W i Al i a] W n n n
Mac MK 2.0 n W W v | 1.0k n W n n n

Use specialty tables, such as these on WebRevi ew. com when you need detailed style.

<style type="text/css” >

</styl e>

td. bi ghead {
vertica -dign top;
backgr ound- col or:

font-sizee 1em
cd o #FFFFFF,

#666699;
font-famly: verdana, helvetica, aria, sans-serif ;

continues
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continued

#333366
sdid
top
#666699
verdana, helvetica, aria, sans-serif
. 8em
#FFFFFF
#333366
sdid
top
center
#DDDDFO
verdana, helvetica, aria, sans-serif
. 8em
#000000
top
#f £ 9900
verdana, helvetica, aria, sans-serif
. 8em
#000000

Note how this sample controls table style. You can
have as many style rules as you like. Just be sure not
to overburden the document. It’s helpful to create a
consistent formatting style for your Cascading Style
Sheets (CSS). Other techniques, such as grouping
(which is discussed in Chapter 1 “About Web
Markup: XML, HTML, XHTML,” can also be

used to streamline your documents.

60

top
#Hfffcc
verdana, helvetica, aria, sans-serif
. 8em
#000000
top
#f fcc33
verdana, helvetica, aria, sans-serif
. 8em
#000000
#333366
sdid
top
HEffff
verdana, helvetica, aria, sans-serif
. 8em
#000000

Tip: If the style rules become too long, you might
consider creating an external style sheet.



CSS PRINTING FEATURES

Style sheets offer you the ability to hide certain portions of
a page. This, in turn, makes it easy to be more printer-
friendly—especially in instances like WebRevi ew. com,
which uses dynamic, rather than fixed, tables.

The style sheet guide at WebRevi ew. com—written by the
World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) style sheet working group
member Eric Meyer—uses the di spl ay property along with

classes to ensure that certain parts of the page won’t print.
To recreate this feature, follow these steps:

1 Open an existing HTML or XHTML document
along with the print_styl e.css document found on

the web site.

Note: For more information on class and grouping, see
Chapter 1.

IE5 IE55 Op3 Opd OpS5|Navd Navg IEA5 IES
Y Y e T e Y

5.2.1 Grouping

¥ a1 Z ddeclil

5.3 Umversal Selector
¥ {decli’

idecls’

5.4 Type Selectors
w {decli’

Descendant
™ Selectors

w ¢y = ddeclil
5.6 Chld Selectors
w =y ddeclir

Adjacent Sibling
© Selectors

® + y ddecli’

581 Matching attributes
7" and attribute values

T Print Presvasm
B B # = gl w3 = # |Gho[En ]|l | oo

Dynamic tables can pose a
printing problem.

Use the display property
to hide some items for eas-
ier printing.
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In the print_styl e.css document, note the class

selectors for elements that are to be prevented from

L. none
printing:
Add the class attribute to the tags in question.
. 125 to ri right - ads
Here’s a sample from the Style Guide at P gt g
VebRevi ew. com
Choose to embed or link externally to the file and
enter the appropriate code.
printout.css text/css styl esheet

I choose to link externally, so I entered the following

into the head portion of my HTML document:

Caution: The display property is not supported by any
4.0 versions or below of Netscape or Internet Explorer.
In this case, you won't be able to print out the printer-
friendly version of the page, but the page will print. The
di splay property is supported by Internet Explorer 5.x
and higher on Windows and Macintosh, and Netscape
6.x for Windows and Mac. It is also supported by Opera
4.x and 5.x, and many versions of Mozilla.

MANAGING NAVIGATION AND ADS WITH
SERVER-SIDE INCLUDES

Consistent navigation is a key component to making your content accessible. Weighing the
various options, I felt that, on a site this large, it might be helpful to pull that navigation out
into a SSI. This way, any changes to that navigation can be made to just one file instead of the

thousands files that reside on the site.

WebRevi ew. comsits on an Apache server using OpenBSD as its OS. On this setup, it’s
possible to use SSIs to address multiple concerns. With an SSI, you can insert an i ncl ude
statement that asks the server to supply a snippet of code in place of the include when the

page is served. It’s an awesome technology when you’re trying to manage large sites.
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In the case of WebRevi ew. com SSIs helped me find solutions, such as navigation con-

sistency, easy update access (the navigation SSI is one file and changes made to it apply

to the entire site), and a means to separate the advertising markup from our own

markup. The ad markup requires regular updating, so it makes sense to use SSIs.

Of course, different servers use different i ncl ude methods. The one WebRevi ew. com

uses is fairly common. You can check with your hosting service for details. Otherwise,

the following method is fairly general.
To view the i ncl ude file, simply open it in an editor.

To better understand an SSI:

1 Open naster_docunent . ht M and find the navi-
gation section, under the begin | eft navi gation

comment tag.

It should begin with the following:

Gla Ed Gwach Jook Prowo! Qpenr Tagr Mew fep
[ds W@ A%RR DR 2o §

e | Farns | tastar | Frarar | Uine | Foma | ton ] ¢

P "PAME oo uld |0 B8R T a:aa“.ﬂﬂl"l**lil L=
= |

B |m| Dlesin
=8 3 Floppy B:) B ES rable E Linis" FOF gl | apaoiiege 0 Y
BiFe B .
e
A chaplen &
B ol a
- ~ 5 vl g -
B e o
B iy o L] stant fece="werdans, helverics, srial, sana-setif B
1 s SR sizes e SEARCH e/ Bant
i Tec -
E CEOEN METIie"gen” ACTIame" /gl -Bi AnaNE e
::';_'1"“ o] Ceant faceevarima, halvacica, aeial, sms-asre sizeezs
Jieac_sile. M o) TANPUG CYpEs”reNT nAEEsTgT Eipea"ET valug"" S
&“’"’-m":‘ :": . Cinpuk Eypestoueit waluestpatt e/Bants
TR Echade P
E"“*'—"“"”"'" wha || cbant fece=-vesdina, helvetica, srial, swna-efif” sige
maier_ sy '-":‘ I:_ ssarch spenmocsd by
vt ] e
Lad <br
Bjmremac: Loy :
B prwacad oss L ol O AR T Ak T TR =T, _aTammaTRL =GR Ve, STNE - 5 O T BT e e
Elltat_wrplababind L || e S T
£ ifones
</
LIS | |
& |leale <BanT feoe="vepdsne. helverics. grial, mans-asrise -
s [#]] ol

<I-- begin left navigation -->

<font face="verdana, helvetica, arial, sans-serif”

Osize=" 2" ><h>SEARCH</ b></f ont >

<form net hod="get " action="/cgi-bin/atonz” >
<font face="verdana, helvetica, arial, sans-serif” size="2">
nane="q" size=" 8" val ue=

<input type="text”
Otype="submt”
val ue="go!” /></font>
<br />

<font face="verdana, helvetica, arial, sans-serif” size=' -

02" >search sponsored by<br />
<a href="/cg -

bi n/ t racker ?SRC=wt _at onz&anp; URL=ht t p: / / www. at onz. com

/ go/

nn

/> <i nput

continues

Viewing the contents of the
i ncl ude file in an editor.
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Compare this to the file mast er_i ncl ude. i nc.

Notice that the navigation section and the i ncl ude
file contain the exact same markup, including por-
tions of the table that’s necessary to make the i ncl ude
fit accordingly into the main document, such as the

following:

All the navigation code has been removed from the
originating file, and replaced with the i ncl ude state-

ment, which you see how to do now.

Open nast er _i ncl ude. sht m , and note the i ncl ude

statement:

This document has the i ncl ude statements that you’ll
create and use on your site. The server will then
input the markup automatically. When you call up
the page and view source, you’ll notice that the
source displays completely. You don’t see the i ncl ude
statements because the server already processed the

document.

continued

verdana, helvetica, aria, sans-serif
O 2 INS CE

/index.shtnh " >Qurrent |ssue
/ col umms. sht m " >Col umrms
/of f1ine/ 2001/ 05_18_01. shtm " >0fline

160 top | et

/incl udes/ nav. i nc

Note: Although SSls are familiar to some readers, others haven't had the
opportunity to explore them. It's an old, standard practice that's extremely
efficient. As you can see, we were able to create one in a few steps. Yet,
the way they work adds much power to the developer by controlling numer-
ous pages with a single file—similar to a style sheet. The main challenge for
those readers who want to try out SSls is this: Be sure that you find out
from your server administrator how they are properly achieved on the par-
ticular server that you are using. Sometimes, this information is available on
your ISP's web site. In some cases, you unfortunately might not have access
to include SSls at all.



MANAGING JAVASCRIPT IN AN XHTML SiTE

Perhaps the most frustrating thing about keeping the XHTML 1.0 documents on
WebRevi ew. comclean came about when the advertising code was delivered. The ad
code is created by an outside source, and like so many professional companies, stan-
dards aren’t an issue. The HTML they generate doesn’t conform to any particular

DTD, and they use a combination of Iframes and JavaScript to deliver the ads.

Listing 3.2 shows the markup the ad folk submitted to me.

Taking a quick look at this markup, you can already tell that it doesn’t conform to the

more rigid rules derived from XML and found in XHTML (See Chapter 1). 120 60
Furthermore, when you use recommended markup, such as XHTML 1.0 or HTML 4, 8 0 0 0
no
it creates some concerns. In this case, the problems are two-fold. First, the introduc- O htt p: / / newads. cipnet . cond ht m . ng/
tion of any proprietary or ill-used tag or attribute causes the document to be invalid si t e=vebr evi ew
(although it will still likely operate). Second, the introduction of the inline JavaScript &pagepos=t opl ef t but t S)gv aSeri pt
that hasn’t been escaped also causes the page to be invalid. http: // newads. cnpnet . cond
j s. ng/ Parans. ri chnedi a=yes
When you use JavaScript with XHTML, it’s ideal if you can put your JavaScript into a &si t e=webr evi ew

separate document. This only works with scripts that would normally be embedded, &pagepos=t opl ef tbut t on

however. (Inline scripting is another story.)

0

#000000

In the case of inline scripts, you have to escape special characters in order for the docu-
ment to validate. The peskiest of these characters is the ampersand (&), which is used

frequently in JavaScript. So you’ll need to escape it whenever possible.

To escape character entities in JavaScript by hand, follow

these steps:

Open nast er_scri pt. ht nh, which says the following:

120 60 0
O 0
0 no
htt p: // newads. cnpnet . cond ht ni . ng/ si t e=webr evi ew
&pagepos=t opl ef t but t on
text/javascript Javascri pt
http: // newads. cnpnet . con j s. ng/ Par ans. ri chnedi a=yes
&si t e=webr evi ew
&pagepos=t opl ef t but t on
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2 Open nast er_scri pt _escaped. ht n , which con-
tains the following: <iframe width="120" height="60" nargi nw dth="0"

nar gi nhei ght =" 0" franeborder="0" scradling=" no”

src="http:// newads. cnpnet . com ht m . ng/ si t e=webt echni ques&m

B

0 pagepos=t opl ef t butt on” >

<script type="text/javascript” |anguage="Javascript”’

src="http:// newads. cnpnet . con j s. ng/ Par ans. ri chmedi a=yes&anp

['si t e=webt echni ques&anp; pagepos=t opl ef t but t on” >

3 Manually escape the attributes or use HTML Tidy to | B Ed Vi Jook Tagn Aciors Wokmacs Windew Hub _ el x|
escape the character entities. | O/ = = | | | & O o e o | e[
(2] oot | Domusend | mipe | Tew | Tabben | Dopeess | Fomar | Ories | [Pt |
. . R LT UL N R .
HTML Tidy is a faster and happier method, so I use - — — — .
n ifEame wideie nelght==60" marginesdohs VI L )
the Tidy plug-in to HTML-Kit from Chami. The : . e :
figure shows the conversion of the 5 —— B
mast er _script. htn to an escaped version. | |——————— ’ g
- pagepoz=toplsftbutton” o Tmrginwid
El El
1D ACTipE: Lo
o . lan i #7me o " Imnguage="1
Note: HTML Tidy is an excellent tool to test, repair, 12 12 L
13 o
and convert files. Check it out at www. W3. or g/ . 14
L5 rip
HTML-Kit can be found at www. chami . cont . e </ irome

1 irctmsting rezting tilla” slasrwnt

|=m=al > Ursitied

MoRre MAGIC

Of course, you might want to make some practical changes to the exercises in this

project to incorporate your own style—or to expand your own skill set.

Table Manners

Although I recommend dynamic, or a combination of fixed and dynamic, pages for
most of today’s contemporary web designs, many people use fixed designs. This is

especially true for designers who want tight control out of their graphical layouts.
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Here are some tips for keeping fixed tables under control:

Set the table tag width to a pixel width that’s appropriate for your

audience—At the time of this writing, the most widespread resolution is 800 x

600, with a substantially growing number of individuals using higher resolutions.

Ensure that, in the tabl e tag you set, the cell spacing and padding

attributes to a 0 value —This helps avoid gapping between table-cell content.

Do your math—FEach table cell must have a pixel width that matches its con-

tents appropriately and adds up to the total width found in the table itself.

Put the closing </ t d> table cells on the same line as the table-cell

contents—This helps avoid gapping.

Place fixed-width layout tables in the center of the page—This place-

ment helps equalize any white space and avoid “left-heavy” pages.

Following these simple rules helps ensure that your tables are strongly built and

attractively displayed to your site visitors.

Style Source
Searching for some style resources to help you learn to use style effectively?
Try these:

wv. W8. or g/ Styl e/ CSS/ —The W3C style sheets home page.

styl e. webrevi ew com —\WebRevi ew. comStyle Guide by Eric Meyer is a
comprehensive resource that includes browser support comparison charts

and style features.

wwwv: meyer web. cond eri ¢/ css/ ref erences/ cssiref. ht M —Eric Meyer’s
CSS1 quick-find W3C property reference for CSS1.

wwy. meyer web. cond eri c/ css/ ref er ences/ css2r ef . ht M —CSS2 quick-find

W3C property reference.

These style resources are considered the most authoritative available. Get familiar

with them—you’ll be glad that you did.

Server-Side Magic

One important way to help in the ever-present need to keep markup clean is to

shift some responsibilities to the server. You saw how this can be done using SSIs.

Languages, such as Java, Perl and PHP, and applications, such as ColdFusion,
Active Server Pages, and .NET, can work to your benefit by removing certain

activities from the client.

A prime example of this is an alternative print method to the CSS2 print method.
By using any of these applications (Perl is an extremely popular choice), you can
create scripts that enable print processing of pages without having to rely on the

HTML layout or CSS markup.
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