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NOTE

Applications that access or manipulate LOB data require either declared host variables to hold the
LOB data or LOB locator variables to point to the LOB data. 

DB2 will generate a PIC S9(9) USAGE IS BINARY field to be used for LOB locators defined as
shown earlier.

For BLOB, CLOB, and DBCLOB, host variables defined for DB2 will generate a field structure to
hold the LOB data. The first component is a PIC 9(9) COMP field to hold the length of the LOB,
followed by the declaration for the actual LOB data. But the largest character and graphic vari-
able declaration permitted in a COBOL program is 32,767 bytes. So, for LOBs greater than
32,767 bytes, DB2 will create multiple host language declarations of 32,767 or fewer bytes.
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