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Foreword

When the first edition of The J2EE™ Tutorial was released, the Java™ 2 Plat-
form, Enterprise Edition (J2EE) was the new kid on the block. Modeled after its
forerunner, the Java 2 Platform, Standard Edition (J2SE™), the J2EE platform
brought the benefits of “Write Once, Run Anywhere™” API compatibility to
enterprise application servers. Now at version 1.4 and with widespread conform-
ance in the application server marketplace, the J2EE platform has firmly estab-
lished its position as the standard for enterprise application servers.

The J2EE™ Tutorial, Second Edition covers the J2EE 1.4 platform and more. If
you have used the first edition of The J2EE™ Tutorial, you may notice that the
second edition is triple the size. This reflects a major expansion in the J2EE plat-
form and the availability of two upcoming J2EE technologies in the Sun Java
System Application Server Platform Edition 8, the software on which the tutorial
is based. 

One of the most important additions to the J2EE 1.4 platform is substantial sup-
port for Web services with the JAX-RPC 1.1 API, which enables Web service
endpoints based on servlets and enterprise beans. The platform also contains
Web services support APIs for handling XML data streams directly (SAAJ) and
for accessing Web services registries (JAXR). In addition, the J2EE 1.4 platform
requires WS-I Basic Profile 1.0. This means that in addition to platform indepen-
dence and complete Web services support, the J2EE 1.4 platform offers Web ser-
vices interoperability. 

The J2EE 1.4 platform contains major enhancements to the Java servlet and
JavaServer Pages (JSP) technologies that are the foundation of the Web tier. The
tutorial also showcases two exciting new technologies, not required by the J2EE
1.4 platform, that simplify the task of building J2EE application user interfaces:
JavaServer Pages Standard Tag Library (JSTL) and JavaServer Faces. These new
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technologies are available in the Sun Java System Application Server. They will
soon be featured in new developer tools and are strong candidates for inclusion
in the next version of the J2EE platform.

Readers conversant with the core J2EE platform enterprise bean technology will
notice major upgrades with the addition of the previously mentioned Web ser-
vice endpoints, as well as a timer service, and enhancements to EJB QL and
message-driven beans. 

With all of these new features, I believe that you will find it well worth your time
and energy to take on the J2EE 1.4 platform. You can increase the scope of the
J2EE applications you develop, and your applications will run on the widest pos-
sible range of application server products. 

To help you to learn all about the J2EE 1.4 platform, The J2EE™ Tutorial, Sec-
ond Edition follows the familiar Java Series tutorial model of concise descrip-
tions of the essential features of each technology with code examples that you
can deploy and run on the Sun Java System Application Server. Read this tutorial
and you will become part of the next wave of J2EE application developers.

Jeff Jackson
Vice President, J2EE Platform and Application Servers
Sun Microsystems
Santa Clara, CA
Thursday, June 3, 2004
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