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In this chapter, you learn about Pinterest, the 
visual social network.

 ➔ Getting to Know Pinterest
 ➔ Viewing and Repinning Pins
 ➔ Pinning on Pinterest
 ➔ Creating New Pinterest Boards 9
Pinning and Repinning on 
Pinterest

Pinterest (www.pinterest.com) is a newer social network with particular 
appeal to middle-aged and older women—although there are a 
growing number of male users, too. 

Getting to Know Pinterest
Unlike Facebook, which lets you post text-based status updates, 
Pinterest is all about images. The site  consists of a collection of boards, 
like virtual corkboards, that people use to share pictures they find 
interesting. Users pin photos and other images to their personal boards, 
and then they share their pins with online friends.

Pins on Pinterest are more than just pretty pictures, however. When you 
click a pin, it links back to the web page for that particular image. This 
way you can read more information about an image—or get a detailed 
recipe or set of instructions for a home improvement project.

http://www.pinterest.com
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You can pin images of anything—clothing, furniture, recipes, do-it-yourself (DIY) 
projects, and the like. Your Pinterest friends can then repin your images to their 
own boards—and on and on.

A Pinterest board becomes a place where you can create and share collections 
of those things you like or find interesting. You can have as many boards as you 
like, organized by category or topic.

Friends who follow you see the images you pin, and you see the ones they pin. 
You can also like other people’s pins and repin their items to your boards, thus 
repeating the original pin. It’s a visual  way to share things you like online.

Joining and Logging In to 
Pinterest
Joining Pinterest is free; in fact, you 
  can sign up using your Facebook 
username and password (or with 
your email address, of course). 

 1. From your web browser, go to 
www.pinterest.com.

 2. To create a new account, click 
the Sign Up button and follow 
the onscreen instructions.

 3. To sign in to Pinterest with 
your Facebook account, click 
the Continue with Facebook 
button. If you’re currently 
logged into Facebook, you’ll 
be taken directly to Pinterest; 
if not, you’ll be prompted 
to enter your Facebook user 
name (email address) and 
password. Follow the onscreen 
instructions from there.

 4. To sign in to an existing 
Pinterest account, enter your 
email address and password, 
and then click the Log In button.

1

3 4

2

http://www.pinterest.com
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Navigating the Pinterest 
Site
Pinterest is a relatively easy  website 
to get around. After you’ve logged 
on, it’s a simple matter of displaying 
and viewing pins and boards.

 1. When you first log in to 
Pinterest, you see the Home 
page. Pins from boards and 
users you follow are listed here; 
scroll down to view older pins.

 2. To search for specific pins or 
users, enter your query into the 
Search box at the top of the 
page.

 3. Click your name to view your 
own boards and pins.

 4. Click the Notifications button to 
view notifications from Pinterest 
and information about which of 
your pins have been repinned.

 5. Click the Pinterest button to 
return to the  home page from 
any other page of the site.

Viewing and Repinning Pins
All items pinned on Pinterest have the same overall format. You can view more 
information about any pin, as well as the person who pinned it. You can also 
“repin” a pin to one of your own boards.

1

5

2 3

4
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View a Pin
Pins from people and  boards you fol-
low are displayed in the visual feed 
on your Pinterest home page.

 1. Mouse over the image to display 
the action buttons.

 2. Click the heart button to like 
this pin.

 3. Click the user’s name/board 
name to display all the pins in 
this particular board.

 4. Click the pinned image to view 
the pin’s details page.

 5. Click the Visit Site button (or just 
click the image itself) to view 
the website where the image 
was originally found.

 6. Click the board’s name to view 
all the pins in this particular 
board.

 7. To comment on this pin, 
enter your text into the Add a 
Comment box.

 8. To follow  all the pins from this 
user, click the Follow button 
next to the user’s name.

 9. Scroll further down to view pins 
similar to this one.

Pinned 
image

Description 

User who 
pinned this 
image

Board to 
which image 

is pinned

3

4

1

2

5

8 6

7

9
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Repin a Pin
Some people say that Pinterest  is a 
little like a refrigerator covered with 
magnets holding up tons of photos 
and drawings. You can find lots of 
interesting items pinned from other 
users—and then “repin” them to your 
own personal boards.

 1. Mouse over the item you want 
to repin and click the Pin It 
button. The Pick a Board panel 
displays.

 2. Accept the existing description 
or click the description to enter 
your own.

 3. Click the board to which you 
want to pin this item. The item 
is now pinned to that board.

Pinning on Pinterest
In addition to repinning items you find on the Pinterest site, you can also pin 
images you find on the web—or those stored on your own computer.

2 3

1
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Pin an Item from a Web 
Page
To pin an image you find   on a web 
page, all you need is that page’s web 
address. 

 1. From any Pinterest page, click 
the + button in the lower right 
corner.

 2. Click Pin from a Website to 
display the Pin from a Website 
panel.

 3. Enter the web address (URL) of 
the page you want to pin into 
the bottom text box.

 4. Click the Next button. 

 5. Pinterest now displays all 
images found on the selected 
web page. Mouse over the 
image you want to pin and click 
the Pin It button to open the 
Pick a Board panel.

Not Always Welcome
Some websites don’t want people to 
pin their images, so they code their 
pages to prohibit pinning. If you try to 
pin from one of these pages, you get 
a message that no pinnable images 
have been found. If you happen to 
pin an image that some entity owns 
and doesn’t want you to pin, they can 
ask Pinterest to take down the pin. 
(Legally, Pinterest says it’s not respon-
sible for any copyright claims for items 
pinned to its site.)

2 1

3

4

5
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 6. Enter a short (500 characters 
or less) text description of or 
comment on this image into the 
Add a Description box.

 7. Click the board to which you 
want to pin this image, or click 
Create a Board to pin the image 
to a new board. The image is 
now pinned   to that board.

6 7

>>>Go Further
PIN IT FROM YOUR BROWSER
It’s even easier to pin an image from a web page if you install Pinterest’s Browser Button 
in your web browser. To do this, click the + button and select Save Ideas Faster with the 
Pin It button. Follow the onscreen instructions to install the Pin It button in your 
browser’s toolbar.

When you next visit a web page that you’d like to pin from, click the Pin It button in your 
browser. You’ll see images from this web page; click the Pin It button for the image you 
want to pin and proceed from there.
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Upload a Pin from Your 
Computer
You can also create   new pins from 
images stored on your computer. 

 1. From any Pinterest page, click 
the + button in the lower right 
corner.

 2. Click Upload a Pin to display the 
Upload a Pin panel.

 3. Click the Choose Image button 
to display the Open window.

 4. Navigate to and select the 
image file you want to upload.

 5. Click the Open button. 

2

1

3

4 5
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 6. The image is now uploaded, 
and Pinterest displays the Pick a 
Board panel. Enter a description 
for this item into the Add a 
Description box.

 7. Click the board to which you 
want to pin this image, or click 
Create a Board to pin the image 
to a new board. The   image is 
now pinned to that board.

6 7

Creating New Pinterest Boards
Pinterest lets you create any number of boards, each dedicated to specific 
topics. If you’re into quilting, you can create a Quilting board; if you’re into radio-
controlled airplanes, you can create an RC Airplanes board with pictures of your 
favorite craft.

Create a Board
When you first join Pinterest,  you 
need to create boards to match your 
personal tastes. You can create new 
boards at any time—and as many as 
you like. 

 1. Click your name in the Pinterest 
toolbar to display all your 
boards.

1
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 2. Click the Create a Board tile 
to display the Create a Board 
panel.

 3. Enter the name for this board 
into the Name box.

 4. Enter a short description of this 
board into the Description box.

 5. Pull down the Category list and 
select a general category for this 
board.

 6. Ignore the Map, Keep It Secret, 
Collaborators, and Members 
Can Invite Others options.

 7. Click the Create Board button.

2

3

4

5

7

6
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View Your Boards and 
Pins
You can view all your boards   and pins 
from your personal page on Pinterest.

 1. Click your name in the Pinterest 
toolbar to display all your 
boards.

 2. To display your pins, click the 
Pins tab.

 3. To display those pins you’ve 
liked, click the Like tab.

 4. To display people following 
your pins, click the Followers 
tab.

 5. To display users and boards 
that you are following, click the 
Following tab.

 6. To view the items pinned to a 
  given board, click that board.

1

2 3 4 56
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suggestions, 71-73
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pages, 115-116
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118-119
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sharing, 100
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YouTube, 98
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feed, 16
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mutual friends, 276
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Flickr, 7, 50, 299
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Fotki, 300
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Facebook
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mutual, 276
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locating, 270
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LinkedIn, 270
message forums, 270-271
searching for, 271-272

unfriending, 39
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letter writing, 5

lightbox, 96

LinkedIn, 49, 57-58
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business contacts, 

finding, 270
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following, 169
groups, 187-188
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messages

composing, 185
reading, 183
replying to, 183

mobile devices, 289
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picture, 173
sections, 175-176

signing in, 168
skills, 169
snapshot, 169-172
status updates, 186
summary, 169, 174
users, 57

links
Facebook, 85
from Facebook, 81

LiveJournal, 304

location, 27, 37
Facebook, 88

reconnecting with 
friends, 121

searching for, 112
videos, 119

LinkedIn, 187-188

H

harassment, 37

hashtags (Twitter), 203

hoaxes, 27

I

identity theft, 36

Instagram, 50, 61-62
account creation, 209, 213
contacts, 218
downloading app, 208
Facebook friends, 216
installing app, 208
links to other social media, 

214-215
log in with Facebook, 209
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friends, viewing, 219
sharing, 220-221

profile, 213
video, sharing, 222, 224

iPad, Facebook, 287

iPhone, Facebook, 283-284

iVillage, 7

J-K

joining conversations. See 
comments

kids’ games, 253

Kik Messenger, 303

G

games, 7, 240
board games, 250-251
brain training, 256
card games, 248
casino games, 249
Facebook, 242-243
family games, 251
in-game purchases, 257
kids, 253
matching, 246
mobile, 244
privacy, 241
puzzle, 246
safety and, 40
simulation, 254
social games, playing, 243
sports, 255
trivia, 251
websites, 244
word games, 247

Goodreads, 304

Google Hangouts video 
chats, 265-267

Google+, 49, 296

groups, 7
Facebook

browsing, 114
browsing for, 113
closed, 115
finding old friends, 

277-278
joining, 113-114
leaving, 120-121
members, viewing, 117
nostalgia, 121
notifications, 120
pages, 115-116
photographs, 118-119
posting to, 116
public, 115
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photos, 18-19
Facebook, 81, 86

downloading, 101
friends’ albums, 95-99
groups, 118-119
lightbox, 96
News Feed, 96
posting, 102-109
posting from phone, 102
sharing, 100
tagging, approving, 

139-140
tagging friends, 105
tagging, restricting, 

136-139
uploading to album, 

103-107
groups

uploading photos, 119
viewing photos, 118

Instagram, 61
sharing, 220-221
viewing others’, 219

permission from subjects, 
28-29

sharing, 7
subjects to avoid, 23
tagging others, 33
Twitter, 204-205

physical stalking, 37

Picasa Web Albums, 300

Pinterest, 50, 58-59, 145-146
boards

creating, 153
following, 160
searching for, 160
unfollowing, 162
viewing, 155

categories, 158
joining, 146
logging in, 146
navigating site, 147

iPad, 287
iPhone, 283, 284

LinkedIn, 289

mobile games, 244

mobile-messaging apps
Kik Messenger, 303
Oovoo, 303
Viber, 303
WeChat, 303
WhatsApp, 303
Yik Yak, 303

MySpace, 8

N

news article comments, 233

news feed, 16

news ticker comparison, 16

notifications from group 
pages, 120

O

older users of social 
media, 11

online message boards, 51-52

online stalking, 37

Oovoo, 303

P

Pages Feed (Facebook), 
125-126

passwords, 41-42

personal information, 25, 38, 
43-44
contact information, 26

phone calls via Skype, 
263-264

Photobucket, 7, 300

M

malware, 35
anti-malware tools, 42

matching games, 246

media sharing networks, 49

media-sharing services
Flickr, 299
Fotki, 300
Fotolog, 300
Photobucket, 300
Picasa Web Albums, 300
Snapchat, 300
Vimeo, 300
Vine, 300
YouTube, 300

message boards, 51-52, 228
archived messages, 230
finding old friends, 

270-271
locating, 230-231
reading messages, 234-236
replying to messages, 

234-236
threads, 228, 230
users over 50, 231

messaging apps
Kik Messenger, 303
Oovoo, 303
Viber, 303
WeChat, 303
WhatsApp, 303
Yik Yak, 303

microblogging services, 
50-51, 301
Plurk, 301
Sina Weibo, 301
Tencent Weibo, 301
Tumblr, 301

mobile devices
Facebook, 282

Android devices, 285
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searches
Facebook groups, 112
finding old friends, 

271-272
Facebook, 272-278
Internet searches, 279

Pinterest, 159
Twitter, 198

security, 41
Check In feature 

(iPhone), 284
passwords, 41-42

sensitive information, 29

sharing
media-sharing services

Flickr, 299
Fotki, 300
Fotolog, 300
Photobucket, 300
Picasa Web Albums, 300
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Facebook, 100
Instagram, 220-221
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status updates, Facebook, 

83-84
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Facebook, 100
Instagram, 222, 224

simulation games, 254

Sina Weibo, 301

Skype, 261-264

smartphones
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Pinterest, 291
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Snapchat, 300

limiting contact, 134
photo tagging, 136-140
who sees posts, 132-133

games, 241
passwords, 41-42
social games, 241

private communications, 6

private information, 43-44
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purchases in games, 257
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Reddit, 53, 298
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robbery, 37
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safety, 35
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cyberbullying, 36
friend requests, 39
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identity theft, 36
malware, 35-36, 42
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privacy settings, 41
robbery, 37
security settings, 41
social games, 40
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unfriending, 39
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uploading from 
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viewing, 148, 155
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users, 58

types, 163
users following, 161

Plurk, 301

posts, 4, 16. See also status 
updates
audience, 20-21, 23
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Facebook

cell phone photos, 102
groups, 116
Pages Feed, 126
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to specific persons, 

132-133
status updates, 84-91
visibility, 132-133
who sees posts, 132-133

frequency, 19
length, 16-17
LinkedIn, 186
sharing others’, 31
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Twitter, 202
writing, 15-17

privacy
apps, 241
Check In feature 

(iPhone), 284
Facebook, 41, 90-91, 130

default, 130-131
friend requests, 

restricting, 135
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Oovoo, 303
Viber, 303
WeChat, 303
WhatsApp, 303
Yik Yak, 303

third-party applications, 40

threads, 52
message boards, 228, 230

starting new, 237

Timeline (Facebook)
hiding sections, 142-143
limiting viewing, 141-142

trivia games, 251

trolling, 31

Tumblr, 51, 301
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account creation, 194
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following others, 195
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Flixter, 304
Foursquare, 304
Goodreads, 304
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spyware, 36
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Facebook, 80
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posting, 84-91
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sharing, 83-84
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Kik Messenger, 303
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Reddit, 298
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Facebook, 242-243
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kids, 253
matching, 246
mobile, 244
privacy, 241
puzzle, 246
simulation, 254
sports, 255
trivia, 251
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overview, 5-6
selecting, 54-62
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Badoo, 296
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Google+, 49, 296
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Renren, 297
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Google Hangouts, 265-267
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sharing, 100
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