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Introduction

Google+ is the newest kid on the social-networking block—a service that 
allows you to post your thoughts, photos, videos, and more to your stream 
(see Chapter 1). People who follow you on Google+ can see what you’ve 
posted on your stream and share it with their followers.

Now, you may be thinking, “I thought we had enough social networks to 
keep up with already: Twitter, Facebook, even MySpace. Why add another?” 
That’s a very good question, and I’m sure that many smart people at Google 
asked the same question before they launched Google+. How can I be so 
sure? Because it all that careful thought shows when you’re using Google+.

What Google+ Offers
Google+ offers a bevy of features that allow you to share different things 
with different people. That final bit is the interesting part: Google+ makes 
it downright simple to share particular things with only certain people.

I clearly remember the day when Facebook changed for me forever: 
A friend request from my mother appeared in my inbox. Now, I love my 
mother, and I couldn’t refuse to be her friend (that might have resulted in 
some awkward Thanksgiving meals), but when your mom is your friend on 
Facebook, that fact affects the way you use the service. The same can be 
said when your boss and co-workers friend you on Facebook.

Facebook is invested in your sharing things with the widest audience 
possible, as the default privacy settings reflect. Lately, Facebook has gotten 
better about allowing you to choose who can see what, but Google+ was 
designed with choice in mind. Google+ is the first social network to embrace 
the idea that people have several groups of people in their lives: relatives, 
friends, co-workers, the Tuesday-night poker group, and so on. The list is 
incredibly different from person to person. Isn’t it odd, then, that most social 
networks assume that you want to share the same things across all those 
groups? Google+ doesn’t.
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In the following sections, I take a quick look at the features this book covers 
to give you an idea of what Google+ has to offer.

Circles
The cornerstone of your Google+ experience is circles, which group people 
in your Google+ network. You can share whatever you post to Google+ with 
any number of your circles, and you can create your own custom circles.

Google+ also has some default circles:

• Friends

• Family

• Acquaintances

• Following

I dive into circles in Chapter 2.

Hangouts
Google+ makes sharing things with other folks on Google+ easy. It makes 
talking to them very easy as well. You can start a video conference call, or 
hangout, by clicking a button. Better yet, you can invite people from any 
of your circles to join you in your hangout. If you aren’t into the idea of 
video/audio conferencing, hangouts also support group chat so that you 
can type your thoughts.

Hangouts, and some uses for them, are covered in Chapter 4.

Messenger
The builders of any new social network would be crazy to ignore the 
explosive growth of mobile devices, so Google+ has a couple of features 
that are designed to be used only with mobile devices. Messenger, the 
most prominent of the mobile-only features, is a text-messaging service 
of sorts—without the fees.

You can message with anyone in your circles. As long as both you and your 
contact have the Google+ app on your devices (iOS or Android), you can 
send text and pictures to each other.

I cover this feature in Chapter 7.
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Pictures
Google+ allows you to share that funny cat picture you found on the Internet. 
It’s also become something of a go-to service where photographers can show 
off their work to their peers and get feedback, thanks to Google+’s robust 
commenting and 1+ system (the Google+ analogue to Facebook’s Like).

You can not only share individual pictures, but also create entire albums 
of photos and share them with any and all of your circles. Only the people 
with whom you’ve shared the photos can comment on them.

Creating, sharing, and managing photo albums on Google+ are covered in 
Chapter 5.

The rest
The preceding four features would make a pretty good social network all 
by themselves, but Google didn’t stop there. Here are some more features 
that aren’t integral to the Google+ experience at the moment but that 
have growth potential:

• Search. Search is fully baked into Google+, allowing you to search for 
people, posts, sparks, or other interesting things to post. Chapter 6 is 
all about search.

• Location. In addition to sharing video, text, images, or links with people 
on Google+, you can share your physical location. See Chapter 3 for 
details.

• Instant Upload. If you have an Android device running Android 2.1 or 
later, and you install the Google+ app, you can take advantage of 
Instant Upload. After this feature is set up, all the images you take on 
your Android device are uploaded to Google+ but kept in a private 
album until you decide to share them. I cover the ins and outs of 
Instant Upload in Chapter 5.

• Games. Yes, you can play Angry Birds in Google+. What more do you 
need to know? Chapter 8 covers accessing games and sharing scores 
(and also tells you why Google+ games aren’t as annoying as 
Facebook games).
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Updates for This Book
One of the most challenging things about being a tech-book author is the 
rapid pace of technological change. I type as fast as my fingers let me, yet 
the technology changes even faster. Google+ is a prime example. Google, 
the company, thinks of Google+ as a project, and it’s actively developing this 
project, adding tweaks, changes, and new features at a pretty steady rate.

With all these unknown future features, won’t this book become out of 
date? No, because when you buy it, you aren’t buying just the book: You’re 
also buying four updates that cover whatever big features Google adds to 
Google+.

Because I don’t have access to Google’s internal plans for rolling out 
features, it’s impossible to predict when the updates will be available. 
Make sure that you register your copy of this book at www.peachpit.com/
googleplusguide to get your free updates.

One of the biggest features missing at the moment, for example, is business 
profiles. Google+ is all about individual users, but lots of companies are very 
eager to hold “conversations” with consumers who use Google+. (In other 
words, they want to use Google+ to sell you things. Commerce isn’t always 
bad, though.) Shortly after Google adds this feature to Google+, Peachpit 
Press will provide an update to this book that explains how to use business 
profiles. Neat, huh?

www.peachpit.com/googleplusguide
www.peachpit.com/googleplusguide
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4

Google+ attempts to replicate your real-life social networks with 

circles. But how can it replicate one of the best aspects of having 

friends—impromptu hanging out—on the Internet? Google+ has a 

feature that tries to do just that, cleverly named hangouts.

Hangouts are basically videoconferences that you can start from 

Google+. Invite people or circles, and folks can join your hangout 

and shoot the breeze. You can even watch YouTube videos together!

Hangouts
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The Lowdown on Hangouts
A few things to know about hangouts:

• Hangouts require the Google voice and video plug-in to work. 
Download it here: www.google.com/chat/video.

• Each hangout can have a maximum ten participants.

• At 90 minutes, Google+ checks in to make sure that your hangout is 
still happening. If no one responds, the hangout ends automatically.

• Your computer must have a webcam and a microphone attached to it 
to audio/video chat.

Now that the ground rules of hangouts have ben established, the 

rest of this chapter is devoted to showing you how to start and 

join hangouts for yourself.

Google+ recently added hangouts with extras. These hangouts offer different 

features and will be covered in one of the digital updates to this book (see the 

introduction).

Starting a Hangout
Starting a hangout is very simple:

1. Log in to Google+.

2. Click the green Start a Hangout button in the third column of your 
stream page (Figure 4.1).

3. If you don’t have the Google voice and video plug-in installed, you’ll 
be prompted to install it (Figure 4.2); click the Install Plugin button, 
and follow the onscreen instructions.

After you install the plug-in, you may have to click Start a Hangout again to restart 

your hangout.

Clicking the Start a Hangout button with the plug-in installed opens the 
Google Hangouts window (Figure 4.3). In the middle of the screen is 
video from your computer’s webcam. As the screen suggests, take this 
opportunity to make sure that your face can be seen and that your hair 
is in order.

note

note

www.google.com/chat/video
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4. Familiarize yourself with the buttons along the bottom of the window 
(Figure 4.4 on the next page):

• Mute Video. This button mutes your video for the rest of the 
hangout participants.

Figure 4.1 (above)  The 
Start a Hangout button.

Figure 4.2 (right)  
Hangouts require the 
Google voice and video 
plug-in. If you don’t have 
it installed, you’ll see 
this prompt.

Figure 4.3 Before you 
start a hangout, you 
have a chance to make 
sure that your video and 
audio are OK.
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• Mute Mic. The Mute Mic button serves double duty. Click it, and 
your microphone is muted so that no one can hear what you’re 
saying. When your mic isn’t muted, though, your sound level is 
displayed. The more green bars appear, the louder you are. If no 
green bars appear, make sure that the Google Hangouts window 
is using the correct source for your mic (see “Adjusting hangout 
settings” later in this chapter).

• Settings. As you might expect, click this button to see your 
hangout’s settings.

• Exit. End your hangout by clicking this button.

5. To start your hangout, invite some people to hang out with you.

You can select some of your circles or individual people. By default, 
Your Circles is selected (refer to Figure 4.3), which means that 
anyone who is in one of your circles will be able to join this hangout.

6. Click the green Hang Out button.

Your hangout is posted to your stream and the streams of the people 
you invited (Figure 4.5). Anyone who wants to hang out with you 
just clicks the Join This Hangout button.

You can participate in only one hangout at a time per computer.

Hanging Out
Your hangout is started, and chances are that no one has joined you just
yet, so the hangout window displays only your webcam video and the
image of a sad, lonely robot to really drive home the point that you’re
alone (Figure 4.6). (Thanks, Google+!)

Figure 4.4 These four 
buttons appear before 
participants join your 
hangout (and afterward 
as well).

Figure 4.5 A notice of 
your hangout is posted 
to the stream to alert 
the people you invited 
to join you.

note
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When people start joining your hangout, however, their video feeds are 
displayed in a line toward the bottom of the window (Figure 4.7). The main 
video window displays the participant who’s sending the most noise through 
his or her microphone at the moment.

Figure 4.6 The sad 
robot reminds you that 
you’re all alone in your 
hangout.

Figure 4.7 Hanging out 
with some friends. 
Participants are shown 
at the bottom, and who-
ever is talking is shown 
in the center.
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You can override this automatic switching for yourself simply by clicking
the person whose video feed you want to appear in the main area. That
video thumbnail is outlined in green, and that person’s video is displayed
in the center. Clicking someone else puts him or her in the center. Click a
person twice to revert to automatic switching.

Using hangout options
While you’re in an active hangout, whether it has ten people in it or one, 
three new buttons appear at the bottom of the screen (Figure 4.8):

• Invite. You may want to invite more people to your hangout to get the 
party started. Click the Invite button, and you can invite more people/
circles to your hangout just by clicking the Add Circles or People to 
Share With link and selecting them (Figure 4.9). Click the Invite 
button, and your hangout adds the new invitees.

Keep in mind that everyone in the hangout—not just the person who started the 

hangout—can invite people to join in.

• Chat. In addition to having audio chat, you can click this button to
open a text chat (Figure 4.10). The chat is also used to record when 
people join or leave your hangout.

Figure 4.8 These but-
tons appear when peo-
ple join you in your 
hangout.

note

Figure 4.9 Invite people 
to a hangout by clicking 
the Invite button.

Figure 4.10 Hangout
chat works like any 
other chat you’ve ever 
used. Hangout alerts, 
such as people joining 
and leaving, are also dis-
played here.
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• YouTube. Anyone in the hangout can click the YouTube button to 
bring up YouTube search. Find a video you want to watch, and click 
Play (Figure 4.11). The rest of the people in the hangout get an alert 
telling them that you’re watching a YouTube video and asking 
whether they want to join in (Figure 4.12).

When you join in on watching a YouTube video, your microphone is 
automatically muted so that people can hear the video. If you want to 
talk, click the green Push to Talk button (refer to Figure 4.11), and 
everyone will hear what you have to say. This is a great way to 
pretend that you’re on Mystery Science Theater 3000 with your friends 
from across the country.

If at any point you want to stop watching YouTube videos, just click the 
YouTube button again, and you return to the normal hangout interface.

As you’re hanging out, you can mute the other participates, though only at 
your end. Hover your mouse over a person’s video, and some icons appear 
(Figure 4.13 on the next page). If you click the green mic/volume-control 
icon, that person’s audio is muted for you.

Figure 4.11 Everyone in 
a hangout can watch the 
same YouTube video.

Figure 4.12 When 
someone starts to watch 
a YouTube video in a 
hangout, the rest of the 
participants are alerted 
so that they can join in 
(or not).
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The red hand icon is for flagging inappropriate behavior in your hangout.
Clicking it brings up the Report Abuse screen (Figure 4.14). You can pick a
reason from the list, and you can even upload a screen shot of the issue (if
you took one) to further your case. Click the green Report Abuse button
when you’re ready, or click Cancel if you clicked the icon by accident.

Adjusting hangout settings
At any time during a hangout, you can click the Settings button to make
several adjustments (Figure 4.15). The video from your camera is displayed
on the right side of the Settings screen. Next to your video are a couple of
things to help you troubleshoot your audio. At the top is a microphone level
meter. Talk a bit, and if the level goes up and down, your microphone is
working. To test your speakers, click the Play the Test Sound link. If you can
hear the test tone, you’ll be able to hear the other participants in the hangout.

Figure 4.13 (above)  
Hovering over some-
one’s video allows you 
to mute that person or 
report abusive behavior.

Figure 4.14 (above right)  
Choose the reason why 
you’re reporting someone 
for abuse. You can even 
include a screen shot. 
(Just so you know, I didn’t 
do any of those things.)

Figure 4.15 Hangout 
settings include choos-
ing audio and video 
sources.
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There are also three drop-down menus that let you adjust your camera,
microphone, and speakers. If you have more than one microphone (such as
a laptop with a USB microphone), all of them will be listed in the Micro-
phone menu. Choose the one you want to use, or leave the menu set to
Default Device, and the hangout will use whatever microphone you have
your operating system set to use by default.

You can toggle two check boxes:

• Enable Echo Cancellation. This setting cancels any echoes that may 
crop up when you have a microphone close to speakers (the usual
computer setup).

• Report Quality Statistics. The Google+ team is continually tweaking 
the way that hangouts encode video and audio to further enhance
results. If you leave this box checked, you share statistics about the 
video/audio of your hangout with Google, and Google will use these
statistics to make hangouts even better.

Click the green Save button to apply any changes you made in your settings.

Ending a hangout
Ending a hangout is simple: Just click the Exit button in the bottom-right 
corner of the hangout window. Anyone who joined the hangout can exit 
whenever he likes, and the hangout will continue. When the hangout owner 
(the person who started the hangout) clicks Exit, though, the hangout ends 
for all the participants.

When the hangout ends, the hangout post that appeared in the stream is 
updated to reflect that fact (Figure 4.16). All the people who were in the 
hangout are listed in the post as well, with links back to their profiles.

Figure 4.16 When your 
hangout ends, the hang-
out stream post is 
updated with a list of 
the participants.
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Starting a Hangout from YouTube
You can watch YouTube videos with your friends in hangouts, which is cool. On the flip 
side, you can start a hangout directly from a YouTube video.

To start a hangout from a YouTube video, follow these steps:

1. Go to a YouTube video.

 For this example, use http://youtu.be/ACNF-XaFfPA.

2. Click the Share button directly below the video.

In the resulting screen, you see the direct link to the video, an Embed button, and a 
couple of icons for posting this video to a variety of social networks. All the way to the 
right of the sharing section are the Hangout icon and a link that reads Start a Google+ 
Hangout (Figure 4.17).

3. Click the hangout link.

Now you’re starting a hangout just like you would on Google+.

Figure 4.17 Start a 
Google+ hangout right 
from a YouTube video by 
clicking this link.

http://youtu.be/ACNF-XaFfPA
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requirements, 76
sad robot, 79
settings, 78
Settings button, 82–83
speakers, 83
starting, 76–78
starting from YouTube, 84
video sources, 82
YouTube button, 81

Hotmail, finding people on, 27

I

images. See photos; pictures
Incoming filter, 71–73
installing Google voice and video plug-in, 76
iPhone app

Google+ widget, 120
Instant Upload, 120

L

lightbox view
accessing, 93
actions in, 94
applying filters in, 95

links
adding to posts in streams, 55–57
adding to profiles, 19
connected accounts, 19–20
Contributor To, 18
custom, 19
editing sections, 18–19
Other Profiles, 18
to posts, 66–67
Recommended Links, 18
removing, 20
setting thumbnails, 56
sharing, 55–56

locations, adding to posts in streams, 57–58

M

Messenger
adjusting settings, 123–124
Anyone option, 139
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Circles option, 139
Extended Circles, 139
features, 120–121, 138
Google+ Notifications, 123
Instant Upload, 124
leaving conversations, 122
muting conversations, 122–123
sending photos, 123
Settings screen, 123–124
starting conversations, 121–122

mobile apps, availability of, 110
mobile Web, 124–125

N

name tags, adding to photos, 96–97
names

changing, 15
displaying in people browser, 29

navigation bar, locating, 102
notifications

displaying, 137
Don’t Notify Me, 135
getting, 39–40
Messenger options, 137
preferences, 134–137
push, 135
Receive Notifications section, 136
sending to circles, 60
SMS, 135–136
supplying phone number for, 134–136

P

people
finding, 6–7, 20–23
ignoring, 72–73

people browser
displaying names in, 29
Sort By menu, 27–28

permalinks, sharing, 67. See also links
personal info, providing, 5–6
phone number, supplying for notifications, 134–136
photo albums, creating, 48–49
photos

1 GB storage, 87
adding captions to uploader, 89

adding name tags to, 96–97
adding to profile, 15–16
commenting on, 97–98
creating albums, 88–90
deleting, 89, 95
editing, 47
From Your Phone option, 49
lightbox view, 93–94
posting to streams, 46–49
rotating, 47, 89
tagging, 96–97
uploading, 87–88
uploading for profile, 4–5

Photos section, settings in, 139
Photos tab

accessing, 86
Photos from Your Circles, 86
Photos of You, 86
Your Albums, 86

Picasa uploader, album settings for, 92
pictures. See also photos

ownership of, 98–99
uploading for profile, 4–5
viewing in albums, 93–95s
viewing thumbnails of, 93

plug-ins, Google voice and video, 76
Plus bar

contents of, 8
locating, 8
posting to streams, 64–65

post actions
Block This Person, 68–69
Delete This Post, 66
Disable Comments, 68
displaying blocked people, 69–70
Edit This Post, 66
Link to This Post, 66–68
Lock This Post, 68
Mute This Post, 68
Report Abuse, 68
Report or Remove Comments, 67
unblocking people, 69

posts in streams
+1 button, 64–65
commenting on, 62
flagging, 68–69
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links, 55–57
locations, 57–58
mentioning people in, 46
photos, 46–49
Plus bar, 64–65
searching, 104
sharing, 63
text boxes, 45–46
verifying selection of, 70
videos, 50–55

profile page
About tab, 11–12
accessing, 11
Anyone on the Web privacy setting, 13
Bragging Rights section, 16
center column, 15–18
Circles section, 14
contents of, 11
Custom privacy setting, 13
Edit Profile button, 12
Extended Circles privacy setting, 13
Gender section, 18
Home/Work section, 17
Introduction section, 16
left column, 13–14
links, 18–20
Looking For section, 17
Name section, 15
Nickname section, 18
Occupation, Employment, and Education, 16
Only You privacy setting, 13
opening, 3
Other Names section, 18
Photos section, 15–16
Places Lived section, 16–17
privacy settings, 12
Profile Picture section, 13
Relationship section, 17
Search Visibility section, 18
Send an Email section, 13–14
Tagline section, 15
Your Circles privacy setting, 13

profile photo
cropping, 4–5
editing options, 5
rotating, 5

uploading, 4–5
Web Camera option, 5

public profile, registering Google+ name, 3–4
push notifications, setting up, 135

S

saving searches, 107–108
Search box, accessing, 102
Search Google+ feature, using, 20–21
search results

deleting, 107
Everything tab, 104
Google+ Posts tab, 104–105
People tab, 104
saving, 107–108
Sparks tab, 104–105

search terms, entering, 22
searching third-party directories, 22–23
services, backing up, 140
settings

+1, 137–138
accessing, 134
Data Liberation, 139–141
delivery preferences, 134–136
Messenger, 138–139
notifications, 136–137
Photos section, 139

sharable items
finding, 104
sharing, 106

sharing
defined, 44
sending alerts, 60
setting who to share with, 58–61

sharing box, entering text in, 45
sharing circles, 41–42
SMS notifications, setting up, 135–136
Sparks tab

explained, 104
using, 106

storage space, increasing, 87
stream lists

Incoming section, 10
share box, 9
stream, 10
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streams
chat list, 9
filters, 71
Hangouts section, 10
In Your Circles section, 10
Incoming filter, 71–73
Invitations section, 10
networking details, 10
personal information, 9
Plus bar, 8
saved-searches list, 9
stream lists, 9–10
Suggestions list, 10
toolbar, 8–9
Welcome link, 9

T

tagging photos, 96–97
tagline, changing, 15
text boxes, 45–46
text messaging. See Messenger
thumbnails, viewing in albums, 93
toolbar, locating, 9

V

videos
deciding not to share, 53
From Your Phone option, 54
uploading to streams, 50–52
YouTube link, 52–55

W

Web Camera option, using for profile photo, 5

Y

Yahoo, finding people on, 27
YouTube, starting hangouts from, 84
YouTube button, using with hangouts, 81
YouTube link, accessing, 52–55

Z

Zuckerberg, Mark, 23
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