Study Notes for

Improving Adolescent Literacy:
Content Area Strategies at Work
Participant Name:

School:




Position:

Grade(s):




	Chapter 1:  Ensuring All Students Read, Write, and Think

	Progress and Achievement of Secondary Students
Common Types of Informational Texts
Characteristics of Informational Texts

Text Features and 

Text Styles

Critical Literacy

Supporting Reading for Information

Reading Comprehension


	

	Summary



Reflective Activity: Use the back of the page to write your responses.
1. What type(s) of text(s) do you use with your students?
What would keep you from using other types of texts with your students?  Be specific on which types and why.

	Chapter 2:  Conversations

	Why?
Think-Pair-Share
Learning Stations

Jigsaw
Reciprocal Teaching
Schoolwide Approaches
Professional Invitation

	

	Summary



Reflective Activity: Use the back of the page to write your responses.
1. Which grouping strategies have you tried with your students?  How did it go?
2. Which grouping strategies are you willing to try?  How? 

3. Which grouping strategies would be difficult for you to do?  Why?
Do you belong to any educational professional organizations?  Why or why not?

	Chapter 3:  Attention Getters

	Why?
Demonstrations

Discrepant Events

Visual Displays

Thought-Provoking

Questions

Virtual Interviews

Quick Writes
Guest Speakers

Anticipation Guides

Advance Organizers

KWL


	

	Summary


Reflective Activity: Use the back of the page to write your responses.
1. Describe an anticipatory activity (that you are not currently using) that you could use with your students.  Be specific!

What would keep you from doing anticipatory activities?  What would make it possible? 

	Chapter 4:  Word for Word

	Why?
Vocabulary Instruction
Word Walls
Word Lists


Word Analysis

Shades of Meaning

Semantic Feature Analysis

Kinesthetics

Journal

Word Sorts

Vocabulary Cards

	

	Summary


Reflective Activity: Use the back of the page to write your responses.
1. Identify 5-10 vocabulary words that you would teach to your students.  Which vocabulary activity could you use?  How?  Be specific!
What would keep you from incorporating vocabulary activities?  What would make it possible?

	Chapter 5:  Well Read

	Why Read-Alouds?

Planning
Why Shared Reading?

Selecting Texts

DR-TA

Readers’ Theater

Think Alouds

Reciprocal Teaching

Cross-Age Tutoring


	

	Summary


Reflective Activity: Use the back of the page to write your responses.
1. Describe how you will incorporate Read-Alouds/Shared Reading with your students.  What sources you will use for readings?
What would keep you from doing Read-Alouds/Shared Reading activities?  What would make it possible? 

	Chapter 6:  Why Ask?

	Why?
“Higher-Order” Questions
QUILT
Questioning the Author (QtA)
ReQuest
Question-Answer Relationship (QAR)
SQ3R
SQ4R
SQRQCQ
	

	Summary


Reflective Activity: Use the back of the page to write your responses.
1. Write a series of questions to use with your students.  Which questioning activity could you use?  How?  Be specific!
What would keep you from doing/ incorporating questioning activities?  What would make it possible?

	Chapter 7:  Picture This

	Why?
When
Concept Maps
Flow Diagrams

Tree Diagrams

Matrices

Assessment

	

	Summary


Reflective Activity: Use the back of the page to write your responses.
1. How have you used graphic organizers in the past?

2. Have you gone beyond the “worksheet” method when using graphic organizers?  Please explain.
3. What new ideas do you have for using graphic organizers with your students?
What would keep you from doing/incorporating graphic organizers?  What would make it possible? 

	Chapter 8:  Getting It Down

	Why?

Notetaking

Note Making

Procedures

Assessment 
Cornell Notes and Split-Page Notes

	

	Summary


Reflective Activity: Use the back of the page to write your responses.
1. Look at these study notes - this is the Cornell/Split-Page method for notetaking.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of using a single system schoolwide?
2. How does this compare to the current notetaking method with your students?

3. Do your students ever do note making?  Why or why not?
What would keep you from doing/ incorporating notetaking and note making activities?  What would make these possible? 

	Chapter 9:  Powerful Pens

	What and Why?
Kinds of Knowledge

Writing Prompts
· Admit Slips

· Crystal Ball

· Found Poems

· Awards

· Cinquains

· Yesterday’s News

· “What If” Scenarios

· Take a Stand

· Letters

· Exit Slips

RAFT
	

	Summary


Reflective Activity: Use the back of the page to write your responses.
1. What types of writing do you already do with your students?  Please explain.

2. Describe a writing to learn activity that you could use with your students.  Be specific!
3. What would keep you from doing writing to learn activities?  What would make it possible?
	Chapter 10:  Taking Stock

	Selecting

Informal Assessments

· Observations

· Portfolios

· Inventories

· Rubrics

· Conferences

· Self-Assessments
Formal Assessments

Area #1 – Test Format Practice

Area #2 – Reading for Information

Area #3 – Student Engagement

Results


	

	Summary


Reflective Activity: Use the back of the page to write your responses.
1. What types of informal assessments do you use with your students?  
2. How do you choose an assessment to use?

3. What is your perspective on formal assessments?

4. How do you (or don’t you) approach Area #1, #2, and #3?  Please explain.
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