


Praise for Death by China

“I myself have escaped the clutches of the Chinese Communist Party and now
enjoy a life of freedom in America. It is important for everyone in the nation I
love to understand that the aggression of the Chinese government toward
human rights does not stop at China’s borders. Chinese Communist Party lead-
ers believe they are at war with democracy and freedom, and any governments
that support these values. Death by China is the perfect book to explain how
Beijing’s strategists are fighting and projecting that war around the world.” 

—Li Fengzhi, former agent, China’s Ministry of State Security

“At a time when there is a perception that China is the next world power, this
book puts the spotlight on a different aspect of China, a country that does not
seem ready to be a responsible member of the comity of nations. The interna-
tional community’s failure to take this Chinese reality into consideration will not
only be detrimental to the rest of the world, but more so to the Chinese, Tibetan,
and other people who are confronted with the consequences on a daily basis.”

—Bhuchung K. Tsering, Vice President, 
International Campaign for Tibet

“As a journalist who was born and raised in China and has been reporting on
China for many years, I am very impressed with the authors’ understanding of
the vast scope of China’s issues and, most importantly, their clear and discerning
insight on China and its relationship with the United States.”

—Simone Gao, award-winning producer and host
of Zooming In, New Tang Dynasty TV

“An important eye-opener for all Americans, Death by China is a must-read
before your next trip to Walmart—or perhaps the unemployment line.”

—Stuart O. Witt, General Manager, Mojave Air and Space Port; 
test pilot; and USN TOPGUN graduate

“There are 310 million Americans who had better start listening to what Peter
Navarro and Greg Autry have written in Death by China—about how 1.3 billion
Chinese under direction of a totalitarian dictatorship are destroying their liveli-
hoods. This liberty bell of a book should shake American leaders out of their
slumber so that they finally—finally—realize that China’s economic policies are
bankrupting the United States of America. Navarro and Autry describe it as
plain as can be and, importantly, how the United States should deal with this
threat.”

—Richard McCormack, Editor and Publisher, 
Manufacturing & Technology News



“Like a modern-day Paul Revere, this book offers the most urgent of warnings
about how a mercantilist, protectionist, and rapidly militarizing China is system-
atically destroying the American economy under the false banner of ‘free’
trade—and in the process, severely weakening our national defenses. It should
be required reading for every American citizen—and in the hands of every
American Congressman.”

—Ian Fletcher, Senior Economist, 
Coalition for a Prosperous America

“A high-powered rifle shot that hits the Beijing bull’s-eye dead-on.” 

—Dylan Ratigan, host of MSNBC’s The Dylan Ratigan Show

“Death by China is further proof that we are sowing the seeds of our own
demise. Navarro and Autry detail the way in which Chinese communists steal
American technology and jobs, sell back to us products of an inferior quality, and
then use the resulting profits to build weapons that put the entire world at risk.
This book is shocking and is a must-read for all.”

—Paul Midler, author of Poorly Made in China

“Death by China not only accurately describes the enormity of the growing
Chinese economic and military threat. The authors rightly and squarely point
the finger at all of the corporate turncoats and China apologists in America who
are helping to make China’s rise anything but peaceful.”

—Alan Tonelson, Research Fellow, U.S. Business and Industrial Council,
AmericanEconomicAlert.org

“This clarion call carefully researches and intricately details the clear and pres-
ent dangers an anything but peaceful rising China poses to the world. In doing
so, it brings us face-to-face with this inescapable truth: If we do not act now, we
will face an almost certain ‘Death by China.’”

—Congressman Dana Rohrabacher, 46th District (Rep, CA)

“I’ve been long concerned about China’s evolving military challenge to America
and our allies, but Death by China reveals China’s broader strategy of integrated
advances on multiple fronts. The authors document how Beijing is using eco-
nomic weapons of mercantilism and currency manipulation synergistically with
espionage, cyberwarfare, space weapons, resource monopolization, and technol-
ogy theft to gain dominance. In the process, the fundamental economic and
geopolitical strengths that underpin America’s military superiority are being sys-
tematically eroded while China becomes increasingly assertive in regional dis-
putes. Every Western political and military leader should read this book. Now!”

—Jon Gallinetti, Major General, USMC, retired



“A chilling compilation of China’s gathering storm. The free fall in space I’ve
personally experienced was wonderfully enriching. The free fall I now sense the
United States is courting under Chinese domination is to be deeply feared.”

—Brian Binnie, Commander USN, retired; test pilot; 
commercial astronaut and winner of the Ansari X Prize

“Be forewarned: Once you start reading, you won’t want to stop. Death by China
lays bare the pivotal, oft overlooked, and sometimes blatantly hidden moves in a
massive global chess game. Navarro and Autry have sounded the alarm, calling
the free world to act on behalf of its interests and future. Impressively, they call
on China as well.”

—Damon DiMarco, author of Tower Stories: An Oral History of 9/11 and
co-author of My Two Chinas: The Memoir of a 

Chinese Counterrevolutionary with Baiqiao Tang

“At this moment, Chinese officials are poisoning your medicines, polluting your
air, and undermining your freedoms. If you’re American, Indian, or Japanese,
they are planning to wage war on your country. Now looks like a good time to
read this book.”

—Gordon Chang, author of The Coming Collapse of China



Praise for Peter Navarro’s previous book,
The Coming China Wars

“Peter Navarro has captured the breadth of areas where China and the United
States have fundamental conflicts of business, economic and strategic interests.
He puts this into a global context demonstrating where China’s current develop-
ment course can lead to conflict. His recommendations for nations to coalesce to
respond to the challenges posed by China are practical. This book should be in
the hands of every businessperson, economist, and policy-maker.”

—Dr. Larry M. Wortzel, Chairman, US–China Economic 
and Security Review Commission

“The Coming China Wars is a gripping, fact-filled account of the dark side of
China’s rise that will be of interest to anyone interested in this complex and fas-
cinating country. Navarro makes no pretense toward searching for the middle
ground in the China debate. He issues a call to arms for China and the rest of the
world to act now to address the country’s mounting problems—pollution, public
health, intellectual property piracy, resource scarcity, and more—or risk both
serious instability within China and military conflict between China and other
major powers.”

—Elizabeth C. Economy, C.V. Starr Senior Fellow 
and Director of Asia Studies, Council on Foreign Relations

“What Al Gore does for climate change, Peter Navarro does for China. This
book will hit you right between the eyes. A gargantuan wake-up call.”

—Stuart L. Hart, S.C. Johnson Chair of Sustainable Global 
Enterprise, Cornell University; author of Capitalism at the Crossroads

“The Coming China Wars has a wealth of fascinating information about the
impact of China on the world and the perils it creates. Because of China’s great
importance, this is a book we should all read.”

—D. Quinn Mills, Alfred J. Weatherhead Jr. 
Professor of Business Administration, Harvard Business School

“This is a well researched and illuminating book, and is a necessary counter to a
large body of opinion that posits an inevitable and even peaceful rise of China
and chooses to ignore most of the author’s message.”

—Richard Fisher, Vice President, International 
Assessment and Strategy Center
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To all of our friends in China.
May they one day live in freedom—

and until that day, remain safe.
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“It is the job of thinking people not to be on the side of
the executioners.”

—Albert Camus
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Foreword

In the late 1980s, China was abuzz with excitement and possibil-
ity as new ideas, personal freedoms, and economic opportunities
were flowing in from the West like a river to wash away the dirt of
Mao’s Cultural Revolution. 

During these hopeful times, I was among a group of young stu-
dent leaders who led calls for political reform to match the new think-
ing and bring China into the modern world with dignity. We
organized rallies and made speeches at schools and squares all across
the country, and we fervently believed the top leadership of the Chi-
nese Communist Party would listen. Instead, our movement was
crushed by a wave of tanks and the tragic events of June 4th, 1989 in
Tiananmen Square that so many of you watched with horror on tele-
vision.

So much was lost that day—and it was not just the lives of so
many brave Chinese that we cried over. Also lost was a once-in-a-
generation opportunity to live freely in a democratic China with the
very brightest of futures. 

Not long after the Tiananmen Square Massacre, I was arrested
and jailed, and, along with thousands of other demonstrators, sub-
jected to many months of torture and depravation. During these dark
times spent in very dark places, many of my friends died; and to this
day, some Tiananmen survivors are still being held in jails or forced
labor camps. 

Sadly, a whole new generation of Chinese youth knows nothing
about what happened at Tiananmen. While we in the West can freely
access the videos and images on the Internet associated with the mas-
sacre, all of this content has been ritually “cleansed” from the Chi-
nese web by a vast army of censors.



I have now spent half my life fighting against such censorship and
for freedom and democracy in China. More than ever, I fervently
believe that this is what every thinking person outside of China must
clearly understand: 

More than two decades after Tiananmen, the totalitarian tiger has
still not changed its stripes. In fact, unlike more stable countries,
China’s spending on police and social control is now rising even faster
than China’s skyrocketing defense budget! 

It is with no small irony or anger that I note it is many of the very
same Communist Party officials who supervised the beating, jailing,
and killing of my fellow students in the wake of Tiananmen who are
today orchestrating the relentless persecution of religious followers
like the Falun Gong and the harsh repression of peaceful minorities
like the Tibetans and the Uighurs. It is also the very same Chinese
Communist Party that has been so quick to crack down on all political
opposition movements like the Charter 08 manifesto and the rising
Jasmine Revolution Movement; and the only change is that this new
century’s ruling clique is ever more cunning, more clandestine, and
technologically more sophisticated. 

Today, as I live comfortably, safely, and free in New York City, I
can understand why it is so hard for those in the West to see the Chi-
nese Communist Party clearly for the dangerous enemy that is—to
both the people of China and the rest of the world. After all, the lead-
ers in Beijing look very personable on TV, and they now quite strate-
gically refrain from the threatening anti-West rants of Mao. 

But facts are facts and the truth is the truth. And as the pages of
this incredibly powerful book unfold, you will be confronted with fact
after incontrovertible fact that the rulers in Beijing continue to bru-
tally suppress the voices of China’s own people even as they systemat-
ically flood the world with dangerous products, use a potent arsenal
of mercantilist and protectionist weapons to destroy the economies of
America and the West, and rapidly arm themselves with the best
weapons systems their elaborate spy network can steal from the
Pentagon.
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I can also understand why these sobering facts and harsh truths
may be at odds with your own personal experience. As a tourist to
China, you may have taken an enjoyable cruise down the Yangtze,
been mesmerized by the Terracotta Soldiers, walked in exhilaration
along the Great Wall, or been utterly fascinated by the Forbidden
City. Or you may even be an American business executive in Shang-
hai or Shenzhen making money hand over fist and being hosted to
fabulous meals with no reason to see anything but blue skies and a
yellow brick road ahead. Unfortunately, most Americans never see
the other face of China and how the Chinese people have paid for all
this “progress” with a dramatically damaged ecosystem, corruption,
social injustice, human rights abuse, poisonous foods, and most seri-
ously, the moral degradation of their souls.

Although I miss China, America has become my beloved second
home; and the support of my beautiful wife shows me every day why
America is the strongest country in the world. I also see this strength
in so many small things in America, like the bumper sticker that
reads, “Freedom Is Not Free.” 

I personally know how true that statement really is. I also know
that the cost of freedom isn’t always about fighting a military battle. It
also includes the individual, political, and economic sacrifices of
peacefully defending human rights and standing up for the principals
of liberty and democracy. 

Demanding that we live up to these principles as Peter Navarro
and Greg Autry do in this deeply moving book can never be the
wrong choice; and that is why it is long past time for the citizens of
the world to truly stand beside the Chinese people—and not the bru-
tally repressive and antiquated regime that rules them. If there is one
abiding truth that stands above all after Tiananmen, it is that only a
free and democratic China will benefit the world.

—Baiqiao Tang, Tiananmen Square protester and co-author of 
My Two Chinas: The Memoir of a Chinese Counterrevolutionary

New York City
March 23, 2011

FOREWORD xv



This page intentionally left blank 



It’s Not China Bashing If It’s True

Death by China. This is the very real risk we all now face as the
world’s most populous nation and soon-to-be largest economy is rap-
idly turning into the planet’s most efficient assassin.

On the consumer safety front, unscrupulous Chinese entrepre-
neurs are flooding world markets with a range of bone-crushing, 
cancer-causing, flammable, poisonous, and otherwise lethal products,
foods, and drugs.

• In the kids’ collection, these dangerous products range from
lead-lined bracelets, necklaces, and toys to flaming pajamas
and toxic toddler overalls.

• At your local drug store or online pharmacy, you can find all
manner of “cures” that instead kill—from tainted aspirin, coun-
terfeit Lipitor, and fake Viagra laced with strychnine to kidney-
busting heparin and arsenic-laden vitamins.

• If you fancy death by explosion, fire, or electric shock, you can
choose from a wide selection of booby-trapped extension
cords, fans, lamps, overheating remote controls, exploding cell
phones, and self-immolating boom boxes.

• Of course, if you’re both hungry and suicidal, you can always
feast on imported Chinese fish, fruit, meat, or vegetables
delectably infused with all manner of banned antibiotics,
putrefying bacteria, heavy metals, or illegal pesticides.

1

1



2 DEATH BY CHINA

Even as thousands literally die from this onslaught of Chinese
junk and poison, the American economy and its workers are suffering
a no-less-painful “death to the American manufacturing base.”

On this economic front, China’s perverse brand of Communist-
style “State Capitalism” has totally shredded the principles of both
free markets and free trade. In their stead, China’s state-backed
“national champions” have deployed a potent mix of mercantilist and
protectionist weapons to pick off America’s industries job by job and
one by one.

China’s “weapons of job destruction” include massive illegal
export subsidies, the rampant counterfeiting of U.S. intellectual
property, pitifully lax environmental protections, and the pervasive
use of slave labor. The centerpiece of Chinese mercantilism is, how-
ever, a shamelessly manipulated currency that heavily taxes U.S.
manufacturers, extravagantly stimulates Chinese exports, and has led
to a ticking time bomb U.S.–China trade deficit close to a billion dol-
lars a day.

Meanwhile, the “entry fee” for any American company wishing to
scale China’s “Great Walls of protectionism” and sell into local mar-
kets is not just to surrender its technology to Chinese partners. Amer-
ican companies must also move research and development facilities
to China, thereby exporting the “mother’s milk” of future U.S. job
creation to a hostile competitor.

Lost so far in China’s mockery of free trade have been millions
of U.S. manufacturing jobs even as the American blue-collar worker
has become an endangered species. Consider the following:

• Since China joined the World Trade Organization in 2001 and
falsely promised to end its mercantilist and protectionist prac-
tices, America’s apparel, textile, and wood furniture industries
have shrunk to half their size—with textile jobs alone beaten
down by 70%.
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• Other critical industries like chemicals, paper, steel, and tires
are under similar siege, while employment in our high-tech
computer and electronics manufacturing industries has plum-
meted by more than 40%.

As we have lost job after job across a wide swath of industries,
many Americans continue to mistakenly associate Chinese manufac-
turing only with cheap, low-end products like sneakers and toys. In
truth, however, China is steadily marching up the “value chain” to
successfully grab market share in many of America’s best-paying
remaining industries—from automobiles and aerospace to advanced
medical devices.

On the wings of massive government support, Chinese compa-
nies are busily cornering the market in so-called “green” industries
like electric cars, solar power, and wind energy. Of course, it is pre-
cisely these industries that American politicians have been so fond of
touting as America’s best new sources of job creation.

For example, on the wind energy front, China now leads the
world in both wind turbine production and protectionist irony. For
even as China’s state-subsidized companies flood world markets with
their own turbines, foreign manufacturers like the U.S.-based Gen-
eral Electric, Spain’s Gamesa, and India’s Suzlon are prohibited from
bidding on projects in China as part of a “Buy Chinese” policy.

One of the most lethal consequences of China’s emergence as
the world’s undisputed “factory floor” has been its increasingly vora-
cious appetites for the Earth’s energy and raw materials. To feed its
manufacturing machine, China must consume half of the world’s
cement, nearly half of its steel, one-third of its copper, and a third of
its aluminum. Moreover, by the year 2035, China’s oil demand alone
will exceed that of total oil production today for the entire world.

These are indeed lethal appetites. That’s because, to support
these appetites, Chinese government officials have climbed into a
blood-drenched colonial bed with murderous dictators and rogue
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regimes around the world. In doing so, Chinese government officials
and diplomats are engaging in the most scurrilous abuse of United
Nations diplomacy the world has ever seen.

As a permanent member of the UN Security Council, China can
veto any UN sanctions it chooses to. For almost a decade now, top
Chinese diplomats have been using China’s UN veto power to broker
a wide range of “blood for oil” and “rape for raw materials” deals.
Consider these facts:

• In exchange for Sudanese oil, China’s veto merchants stopped
the UN from intervening in the Darfur genocide—even as a
relentlessly brutal Janjaweed militia used Chinese weapons to
forcibly rape thousands of women and kill 300,000 innocent
Sudanese.

• China’s veto merchants also blocked UN sanctions against Iran
and its anti-Semitic, sham-election president to gain access to
the world’s largest natural gas fields. This act has blown open
the door to nuclear proliferation in the Middle East. It has also
dramatically raised the probability of a nuclear strike on Israel
and significantly increased the risk of an atomic weapon falling
into the hands of anti-American jihadists.

China’s abuses of the peacekeeping mission of the United
Nations are hardly isolated incidents. Instead, they are part of a
broader “going abroad” strategy that has transformed China from a
once isolationist nation into arguably the world’s biggest budding
colonial empire. This is no small irony for a country originally
founded on anti-colonial, Marxist principles and once heavily victim-
ized by the British Empire and its opium wars on China.

Throughout Africa, Asia, and America’s backyard of Latin Amer-
ica, China’s own twenty-first century brand of colonialism always
begins with this Mephistophelean bargain: lavish, low-interest loans
to build up the country’s infrastructure in exchange for raw materials
and access to local markets.
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Of course, once a country takes this colonial bait, rather than use
local labor, China brings in its huge army of engineers and workers to
build new highways and railroads and ports and telecommunications
systems. This infrastructure then both literally and digitally paves the
way for the extraction and transport of raw materials. So it’s back to
China’s factory floors in cities like Chongqing, Dongguan, and
Shenzhen for Cameroon’s timber, the Congo’s magnesium, Djibouti’s
gypsum, Gabon’s manganese, Malawi’s uranium, Mozambique’s tita-
nium, Niger’s molybdenum, Rwanda’s tin, and Zambia’s silver. As the
final colonial coup de grâce, China then dumps its finished goods
back onto local markets—thereby driving out local industries, driving
up the unemployment rate, and driving its new colonies deeper into
poverty.

Arming Itself to the Teeth

Even as China has boomed at the expense of much of the rest of
the world, it has used its rapid economic growth to fund one of the
most rapid and comprehensive military buildups the world has ever
witnessed. In this way, and in the spirit of Vladimir Lenin’s dictum that a
capitalist will sell the rope that will be used to hang him, every
“Walmart dollar” we Americans now spend on artificially cheap Chinese
imports represents both a down payment on our own unemployment as
well as additional financing for a rapidly arming China. Here’s what just
some of that vaunted war machine is shaping up to look like:

• China’s newly modernized Navy and Air Force feature every-
thing from virtually undetectable nuclear submarines and the
latest Russian-designed fighter jets to ballistic missiles that can
precisely target America’s aircraft carriers on the high seas.

• China’s own “Pentagon” is confidently developing advanced
weapons systems—many of which have been stolen from us by
Chinese hackers and spies!—to shoot down our satellite and
GPS systems and send nuclear warheads deep into the Ameri-
can heartland.
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• Unlike a fatigued U.S. army now thinly stretched by the con-
flicts in Afghanistan and Iraq, the People’s Liberation Army—
the largest in the world—has both the overwhelming force and
troop readiness to roll over the forces of India, South Korea,
Taiwan, or Vietnam and still have more than enough foot sol-
diers to crush the Taliban and keep the peace in Baghdad if it
cared to.

• The “war hawk” wing of China’s military is even readying the
ability to drop virtually untrackable nuclear bombs from space.
These cosmic nukes simply arrive on target in a few short min-
utes and far too quickly and quietly for countermeasures.

Of course, America isn’t the only country that should fear the emer-
gence of a new and powerful Asian aggressor. China’s increasingly nerv-
ous neighbors now face a rapidly increasing risk from a rising Asian
hegemon amidst China’s brinkmanship and bullying over everything
from access to shipping lanes to long-simmering territorial disputes.

It’s Big Brother Meets Silent Spring

Also in danger are the hundreds of millions of innocent Chinese
citizens, who face extreme “Death by China on China” risks from
China’s pollution-rife economic growth model, its rigid, class-based
Communist Party theocracy, and an “Orwell on steroids” totalitari-
anism.

On the pollution front, an overreliance on an export-driven,
heavy manufacturing economy has turned the atmosphere over
China’s industrial heartland into the world’s biggest toxic cloud and
shroud. More than 70% of China’s major lakes, rivers, and streams
are severely polluted. Even a popular tourist cruise down the Yangtze
River, above the Three Gorges Dam, reveals that this once-pristine
Chinese national treasure where Mao once swam is now virtually
devoid of birds and visible signs of aquatic life.

Meanwhile, “What happens in China doesn’t stay in China.” As
Chinese factories churn out a flood of products destined for the
shelves of Target and Walmart, China’s particularly virulent brand of
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air pollution rides more than 6,000 miles along the jet stream to Cal-
ifornia, dropping toxic waste all along the way. Today, most of the
acid rain in Japan and South Korea is “Made in China,” while an
increasing share of the fine particulate found in the air in West Coast
cities like Los Angeles likewise started out in a Chinese factory.

As for the risks posed by China’s rigid, class-based society, the bit-
ter, ironic truth here is that the ruling Communist Party oversees not
a true “People’s Republic” but rather its own secular theocracy. While
Marx turns over in his grave and a pickled Mao stares glassy-eyed
from his crystal coffin in Tiananmen Square, a relatively small frac-
tion of the Chinese population grows fabulously rich even as one bil-
lion Chinese citizens continue to live in a Hobbesian world of
grinding poverty without access to adequate health care and where
even a minor sickness can become a death sentence.

China’s totalitarian politics are equally appalling. To quell dissent,
the Communist Party relies on a police and paramilitary force num-
bering more than one million. Its Orwellian web also features some
50,000 cyber cops. Together, these real and virtual jackboots are
unrelenting in their repression and suppression.

• Try to organize your workplace, and you are beaten and then
fired.

• Stand up for human rights or women’s rights, and you are
mercilessly hounded, placed under house arrest, or simply
“disappeared.”

• Be revealed as a Falun Gong practitioner or “closet Catholic,”
and get ready to have your “deviant thoughts” washed right out
of your brain.

The linchpin of such Chinese repression is a grim archipelago of
forced labor camps to which millions of Chinese citizens have been
exiled—often without trial. For those imprisoned in China’s Laogai
gulag, it could be worse; according to Amnesty International, the
People’s Republic annually executes several times more of its own
people than the rest of the world combined.
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At least lethal injection is now preferred to the traditional bullet
to the brain. It is not compassion, however, driving this capital pun-
ishment “reform.” It is simply that injections are cheaper to clean up,
provide less risk of HIV infection to the executioners, and make it
much easier to harvest the victim’s organs for sale on the black
market.

The Big Sellout, the Bigger Copout

Even as these countless Deaths by China play out both within the
People’s Republic and on killing floors around the globe, America’s
business executives, journalists, and politicians have had far too little to
say about the single greatest threat facing the United States and the
world.

In the executive arena, some of America’s biggest companies—
from Caterpillar and Cisco to General Motors and Microsoft—have
been fully complicit in the Chinese politics of “first divide America
and then conquer it.” The tragedy here is that when China’s mercan-
tilist onslaught against American industry began in the late 1990s—
and industries like furniture, textiles, and apparel began falling one
by one—the business community and organizations like the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce were staunchly united.

Over the past decade, however, as each additional American job
and each new American factory has been offshored to China, the nar-
row profit-maximizing interests of many of America’s corporate exec-
utives have been realigned with their Chinese partners. Indeed, with
their bread now being buttered offshore, so-called “American” organ-
izations like the Business Roundtable and National Association of
Manufacturers have been transformed from staunch critics of Chi-
nese mercantilism into open, and often very aggressive, soldiers in
the pro-China Lobby.

While many American corporate executives have become lobby-
ing warriors for China, American journalists are mostly missing in
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action. The downsizing of newspapers and network television news in
an age of the Internet has led to the closing or shrinking of many for-
eign news bureaus. As a result, the American media has had to
increasingly rely on the flow of news from the government-owned
Chinese press—one of the most effective and relentless propaganda
machines the world has ever witnessed.

Meanwhile, the cream of America’s financial press—most notably
the Wall Street Journal—clings zealously to a free market and free
trade ideology, seemingly oblivious to the fact that China’s “one-way
free trade” is simply America’s unilateral surrender in an age of
Chinese state capitalism. The absurdity here is that instead of seeing
trade reform as a legitimate form of self-defense against a relentless
Chinese onslaught of “beggar thy neighbor” practices, publications
like the Wall Street Journal continually rail against the threat of
American “protectionism.” It’s all so much nonsense, but the ideolog-
ical drum beat goes on.

As for America’s politicians, no single group of individuals
deserves more blame for standing meekly, passively, and ignorantly
by as China has had its way with the U.S. manufacturing base and
engaged in its massive military buildup. It’s not that the American
Congress hasn’t been fully warned about the dangers of a rising
China. Each year, the Congressionally funded U.S.–China Commis-
sion publishes both an annual report and ample testimony about this
emerging threat.

For example, the U.S.–China Commission has warned that “Chi-
nese espionage activities in the United States are so extensive that they
comprise the single greatest risk to the security of American technolo-
gies.” In fact, to date, China’s far-reaching spy network has stolen crit-
ical secrets related to the Aegis guided missile destroyer, B1-B
bomber, Delta IV rocket, ICBM-capable guidance systems, Stealth
Bomber, and Space Shuttle. Chinese hackers and spies have been
equally effective at delivering details on aircraft carrier launch sys-
tems, drones, naval reactor designs, submarine propulsion systems,
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the inner workings of neutron bombs, and even highly specific U.S.
Navy warship operations procedures.

Similarly, on the economic threat, the Commission has pleaded
with Congress to recognize that small and medium-sized American
businesses “face the full brunt of China’s unfair trade practices, cur-
rency manipulation, and illegal subsidies for Chinese exports.”
Despite these warnings, Congress continues to ignore the advice of
its own independent commission and wake up to the rising economic
and military threat from China.

Of course, the White House must share equal blame. Both Presi-
dents George W. Bush and Barack Obama have talked softly and car-
ried very little sticks when it has come to China. President Bush’s
excuse was a preoccupation with the war in Iraq and homeland secu-
rity coupled with a blind faith in what has been anything but free
trade. On Bush’s watch alone, the United States surrendered millions
of jobs to China.

For his part, Candidate Barack Obama on the 2008 campaign
trail repeatedly promised to crack down on unfair Chinese trade
practices, particularly in key industrial swing states like Illinois,
Michigan, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. However, since taking office,
President Obama has repeatedly bowed to China on key trade issues,
primarily because he wants China to keep financing America’s mas-
sive budget deficits. While Obama mortgages our future to his Chi-
nese banker, he fails to understand that the best jobs program for
America is comprehensive trade reform with China.

The Roadmap Ahead: 
All Roads Careen Toward Beijing

In this book, we will systematically work our way through each of
the major categories of Death by China—from China’s appalling
product safety record and the destruction of the American economy
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to the rise of Chinese colonialism, China’s rapid military buildup, and
its bold and blatant espionage adventures. In doing so, our overriding
goal is not just to provide you with an exposé and catalog of China’s
abuses. This book is also meant as a survival guide and call to action at
a critical juncture in American and world history. Unless all of us rise
up together to confront the Dragon, the rest of our lives and the lives
of our children will be far less prosperous—and far more dangerous—
than the Golden Age in which many of us grew up.
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