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Objective: To add new posts to your blog—and edit
the posts you've already made.

Making Blog Posts

It's not enough to create a blog page. You have to keep your blog fresh by mak-
ing new posts to your blog.

A blog post is how you talk to the readers of your blog. A blog without fresh posts
isn't interesting or newsworthy; it really isn't much of a blog at all. Fortunately,
Blogger makes it easy to create new blog posts. It's a matter of writing down
what you're thinking at the moment, then making a few mouse clicks.

Posting to Your Blog

After you launch your blog, it's time to write your first blog post. You can post to
your blog as frequently as you like. Many bloggers post daily, some several times
a day. Fortunately, Blogger makes it easy to create new posts—from your web
browser, your email program, or even your mobile phone.

Blog posts can be as short as a word or two or as long as you like; there
are no rules. That said, shorter posts made more frequently are more
common than overly long posts. Blog readers seem to favor shorter, more
concise posts; they tend to graze rather than read.

Posting from the Blogger Dashboard

Most users do most of their posting from the Blogger Dashboard. This approach
provides the most options in terms of formatting your posts—and including op-
tional items.

SHOW ME Media 6.1—How to Post from the Blogger Dashboard
To learn how to post from the Blogger Dashboard, see the video titled
"How to Post from the Blogger Dashboard" on the companion Using
website, my.safaribooksonline.com/9780132119603/media.
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Posting from the Blogger Dashboard
To create a new post from the Blogger Dashboard, follow these steps:

1. From the Blogger Dashboard, click the New Post button for this particular
blog, as shown in Figure 6.1.

Click to create a new post.
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Figure 6.1 Click the New Post button to create a new blog post.

2. When the New Post page appears, as shown in Figure 6.2, enter a title for
your post.

3. Enter the text for your post into the large text box. If you like, you can for-
mat the text (bold, italic, colors, and so on) using the formatting toolbar
above this text box.

4. To view a preview of your post, click the Preview link.

5. To save a draft of your post for editing and posting at a future time, click the
Save Now button.

6. When you finish writing and formatting, click the Publish Post button.

Blogger now publishes your post, and then displays a confirmation screen. Click
the View Blog link to view your blog, with the new post at the top of the page, as
shown in Figure 6.3.



Posting Settings = Layout = Mo

New Post ‘ Edit Posts | Comment Moderation ‘

Title: | |

Preview | Edit HTML | | Compose
| 1

oo FrT~| B I s Av &~ Link &

L ]

3 Labels: | Show all
P Post Options I =Ly,
[ s rost | save wow

Return to list of posts

Figure 6.2 Creating a new blog post.
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Have you ever noticed that car washes are really busy on the first Afispiis ale
nice day after a rain or snow? That's certainly the case today! The one in Apple Valley is really horrible

. I hate roundabouts! Idiots can&#39t
drive them right

Roundabouts

Carmel Indiana has alot of roundabouts. The Twin Cities have
few. That's a shame; I kind of like the things, once you get used to
them. They're sure better than waiting forever at a four-way stop
during rush hour!

Figure 6.3 Your new post is now posted.
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Formatting Your Blog Post

The New Post page includes many formatting options for your blog post, all
available from the formatting toolbar located above the text entry box. Figure 6.4
shows the options available on this toolbar; follow these steps to format your

posts:
Text Background  Align
Color Center Remove
Font Strikethrough Insert Justify Formatting
Undo Bold Image Bullet List
I | I
L]

I
- v &~ L
B 1 s é' e, ink s

1
||r\m F~ T Link

i
Redo

Align Right | Quote

o |
Italic

Font Size Text Color Align Left  Numbered Insert
Add or List Jump Break
Remove Link

Figure 6.4 The New Post formatting toolbar.

1. To change the text font, select a block of text, click the Font button, and se-
lect a new font family—Arial, Courier, Georgia, Helvetica, Times, Trebu-
chet, or Verdana.

2. To change the text size, select a block of text, click the Font Size button,
and select a new size—Smallest, Small, Normal, Large, or Largest.

3. To bold selected text, select a block of text and click the Bold button.
4. To italicize selected text, select a block of text and click the Italic button.

5. To strike through selected text, select a block of text and click the Strike-
through button.

6. To change text color, select a block of text, click the Text Color button, and
make a choice from the color chooser.

7. To add a color highlight behind text, select a block of text, click the Text
Background Color button, and make a choice from the color chooser.

8. To change the text alignment, position your cursor within a paragraph and
click either the Align Left, Center, Align Right, or Justify button.



9. To indent a block of text, position your cursor within the paragraph and click
the Quote button.

10. To start a numbered list, position your cursor at the first list item and click
the Numbered List button.

11. To start a bulleted list, position your cursor at the first list item and click the
Bullet List button.

To undo your last entry or format, click the Undo button. To redo an un-
done action, click the Redo button. To remove all formatting for a selec-
tion, click the Remove Formatting button.
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Selecting Post Options

Blogger enables you to set several options for each individual post you make.
Just follow these steps:

1. From the New Post page, click the Post Options link; this expands the sec-
tion beneath the text entry box, as shown in Figure 6.5.

[ 2] F-1T~ B [ & A- &~ k|5 | EEEE EZu & S
v Pock Dotinie Labels: Show all
Reader comments Post date and time
@ Allow @ Automatic
Don't allow Scheduled at
Edit HTML Settings Compose Settings
@ Convert newlines to <x= /=5 @ Interpret typed HTML
Ignore newlines Show HTML literally

Figure 6.5 Configuring post options.



2. To allow reader comments for this post, check the Allow option. To not al-
low comments, check the Don't Allow option.

3. To upload this post at a selected future time, check the Scheduled At op-
tion and enter a date and time.

There are two more technical options within the Post Options panel. The
Ignore Newlines option eliminates the line breaks (<BR> HTML code) that
Blogger ads when you press the Enter key, while the Show HTML Literally
option converts typed HTML tags into literal commands.
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Entering HTML Code

If you want to apply even more sophisticated formatting, such as inserting tables,
you can enter your post as raw HTML code. To do this, of course, you need to
know HTML coding; if you do, follow these steps:

1. From the New Post page, click the Edit HTML tab; this changes the stan-
dard editing box into an HTML editing box, as shown in Figure 6.6.

Title:

Preview | Edit HTML | Compose
B I s Link &k

|rhis is my new <strong>post</strong>.

P Post Options Labels: Show all

PUBLISH POST | save now [TETTEUEEUPIETE N

Figure 6.6 Entering HTML code for a blog post.

2. Enter your post text and HTML tags into the editing box.

3. Click the Preview link to view the results of your code.



4. Click the Publish Post button to publish the blog post.

To return to the default editing view, click the Compose tab.

Posting via Email

Blogger also lets you email in your posts. That's right; you can create a post in
an email message, and then send that message to Blogger to post to your blog.

]

SHOW ME Media 6.2—How to Configure Blogger for Email
Posting

To learn how to configure Blogger to post emails, see the video titled
"How to Configure Blogger for Email Posting" on the companion Using
website, my.safaribooksonline.com/9780132119603/media.
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Configuring Blogger for Email Posting

To post via email, you first have to create a mail-to-Blogger address. To do this,
follow these steps:

1.

From the Blogger Dashboard, click the Settings link next to your blog
name.

On the Settings tab, select the Email & Mobile subtab.

When the Email & Mobile page appears, go to the Posting Options section
(shown in Figure 6.7) and enter one or more keywords into the Email Post-
ing Address box.

Write down the resulting "@blogger.com" Mail2Blogger address; this will be
the address to which you mail your new posts.

Select the Publish Emails Immediately option.

Click Save Settings.



Posting Options

Email Posting Address abgs. secretWord B o o

(Also knawn as Mail2Blogger)

Use this address to post text and images (up to 10MB in size) directly to your
blog.
Publish emails immediately
7 Save emails as draft posts
© Disabled

Figure 6.7 Setting your Mail2Blogger email address.
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Creating an Email Post

Once Blogger is properly configured, you can create new posts from any email
program or service. Here's how:

1. From within your email program or service, create a new email message.
2. Enter your blog post as the text of the new message.
3. Enter your Mail2Blogger address as the recipient address for this message.
4. Send the completed message.

Blogger will now receive the email and use the text of that message to create a

new blog post.

You can also post to your blog from your mobile phone. Learn more in
Chapter 11, "Blogging on the Go."

Adding Items to Your Posts

You can add more value to your blog posts by including links to other web pages,
as well as labels that help categorize your posts. Read on to learn more.

You can also include images and movies in your blog posts. Learn more in
Chapter 7, "Posting Photos, Videos, and Audio."



Adding Links to Your Posts

One of the neat things about a blog is the ability to link to other pages on the
Web, via the use of inline hyperlinks. Fortunately, Blogger makes it easy to add
links to your post.
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Creating Links
You add links to your text while you're creating a blog post. Follow these steps:
1. From the New Post page, highlight the text from which you want to link.
2. Click the Link button on the formatting toolbar.

3. When the Edit Link dialog box appears, as shown in Figure 6.8, make sure
the Web Address option is selected and enter the URL for the link.

4. Click OK.

x

Edit Link
Text to display:

o To what URL should this link go?

@ Web address

Test this link
) Email address

Not sure what to put in the box? First, find the page on
the web that you want to link to. (Asearch engine might
be useful.) Then, copy the web address from the box in
your browser's address bar, and paste it into the box
above.

Cancel

Figure 6.8 Linking to another web page from within your post.

You can also include mailto: email links in your blog posts. From the Edit
Link dialog box, select the Email Address option and enter the desired
email address.



Adding Labels to Your Posts

When you get a lot of posts in your blog, it becomes increasingly difficult to find
any particular post. You can make this easier for your blog visitors by using la-
bels to categorize your posts. Visitors can then click a label in the label list to
view all posts related to that particular topic.

Figure 6.9 shows how labels appear underneath a blog post. These labels are
clickable, so visitors can view similar posts by clicking one of the label links.

Colts and Vikings win
My home town Vikings pulled one out today, and my old home
town Colts picked up an easy win. Yay, teams!

c:-' =."’—r;:: |-.r.|-_-.-;:F-: 15 —...-..-.-.l_:- :::

Figure 6.9 A blog post categorized with labels.

To help your visitors navigate via labels, be sure to add a Labels gadget to
your page, as discussed in Chapter 5, "Adding Gadgets to Your Blog."
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Adding Labels
To add a label to your post, follow these steps:

1.  On the New Post page, enter the label into the Labels box, as shown in
Figure 6.10. You can enter multiple labels for any post; just separate the
labels with commas.

2. Complete your post as usual and click the Publish Post button.

To view a list of all the labels you've previously created, click the Show Al
link beside the Labels box.
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Figure 6.10 Adding a label to a blog post.

Creating Jump Posts

When you have a long blog post, it can take up a lot of space on your main blog
page, pushing older posts several scrolls down. If you'd rather tighten up the dis-
play, Blogger lets you format long posts so that only the first part of the post ap-
pears on the main blog page. To view the balance of the post, readers click a
Read More link, like the one shown in Figure 6.11.

This type of two-part post is called a jump post, and the second part of the
post is often referred to as being "after the jump."

Health care
There's alot I can say about this situation. It's very complicated
and requires a lot of detailed analysis.

More gfter the jump.
Read more

Figure 6.11 A long post separated into two parts; click the Read More link to "jump"
to the second part.

2:44 PM 0 COMMENT
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Inserting a Jump Break
To break a long post into two parts, follow these steps:

1. From the New Post page, position the cursor in the text editing box where
you want the post to split.

2. Click the Insert Jump Break button on the formatting toolbar.

The text in the editing box now appears with the jump break displayed, as shown
in Figure 6.12.

A break has been inserted here.

Preview | Edit HTML | | Compose

0 Frilr B T A-S- In@B[Els =S ccw ER

There's a lot I can say about this simation. It's very| complicated and requires a lot of detziled analysis.

More after the jump.

Here's how [ see it Everybody deserves decent health care.
Everybody.
It's not about insurance. That's the wrong way to look at it Requiring svervone to get health insurance

benefits only the insurance industry. It's more mportant that we all can visit a doctor if we get sick or break a
bone or just need a flu shot. Insurance shouldn't enter into it.

» Post Options Labetx | | Show all

s

Figure 6.12 A jump break added to a blog post.

Editing and Deleting Your Posts

No one's perfect. Every now and then you'll post something to your blog and later
discover an egregious spelling error, or a bad link, or maybe just something you
wish you'd never written in the first place. Have no fear, gentle blogger; Blogger
lets you edit any post you like. In fact, you can delete posts, if you so wish.



?‘D SHOW ME Media 6.3—How to Edit a Blog Post

To learn how to edit a blog post, see the video titled "How to Edit a
Blog Post" on the companion Using website,
my.safaribooksonline.com/9780132119603/media.
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Editing a Post from the Dashboard

To edit an existing Blogger post, follow these steps:
1. From the Blogger Dashboard, click the Edit Posts link for your blog.

2. When the list of posts appears, as shown in Figure 6.13, click the Edit link
next to the post you want to edit.

New Post Edit Posts Comment Moderation
Labels "
l Label Actions... v Select: All, None  Your Posts: All, Drafts, Scheduled, Imported, Published 1-80f8
car wash (2 [[] Edit View P Health care 2:44:00 PM by Michael Miller Delete
cold (1
Colt= (1 [F] Edit b This is my new post. 23500 PM by Michael Miller  Delete
"”Z“’a“ : . [ Edit » This is some erazzy 2:33:00PM by Michael Miller  Delete
ndianapolis .
e weather we're having
Hinnesota 1] here.
roundabout (1
Twin Cities (3) [[] Edit b Car washes car wash draft 2:27:00 PM by Michael Miller Delete
Vikings (1
wind chill (1) [ Edit View P Car washes carwasn 2:27:00 PM by Michael Miller  Delete
[F] Edit View P Roundabouts 2 comments  1:09:00 PM by Michael Miller Delete
roundabout, Twin Cities
[C] Edit View P Colts and Vikings win 1 comment 1:09:00PM by Michael Miller Delete
Colrs, footbal, Indianapolis,
Twin Cities, Vikings
[F] Edit View P Itsureis cold today 2 comments 1:08:00 PM by Michael Miller Delete
col esota, Twin Cities,
1-80of8
ross sucerep | pevere sescroo |

Figure 6.13 Click the Edit link to edit any recent post.

3. When the Edit Posts page appears, as shown in Figure 6.14, edit your post
accordingly.

4. When you're done editing, click the Publish Post button.



Hew Post Edit Posts Comment Moderation

Title: |Carwashes

Preview | Edit HTML | | Compose

Have you ever noticed that car washes are really busy on the first nice day after a rain or snow? That's
certainly the case today!

; Labels: | car wash Show all
} Post Options A
PUBLISH POST SAVE AS DRAFT

Return to list of posts

Figure 6.14 Editing a post.
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Editing a Post from Your Blog

If you're signed into Blogger with your Google account, you can also edit posts
directly from your blog. When you view your blog, you (and only you) see a pen-
cil icon next to each post, like the one shown in Figure 6.15; clicking this icon en-
ables "inline editing" without having to access the Dashboard first. Just follow
these steps:

1.

2
3.
4

After you've signed into Blogger, open your blog.

Click the pencil icon next to the post you want to edit.

When the Edit Posts page appears, edit your post accordingly.
When you're done editing, click the Publish Post button.



Colts and Vikings win
My home town Vikings pulled one out today, and my old home
town Colts picked up an easy win. Yay, teams!

POSTED BY MICHAEL MILLER AT 1:09 PM 1 COMMENT
LABEL COLTS, FOOTBALL, INDIANAPOLIS, TWIN CITI NGS

Figure 6.15 Click the pencil icon to edit the post.
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Deleting a Post
You can also delete any post you've previously made. Just follow these steps:
1. From the Blogger Dashboard, click the Edit Posts link for your blog.

2. When the list of posts appears, click the Delete link next to the post you
want to get rid of.

3. When the confirmation page appears, as shown in Figure 6.16, click the
Delete It button.

New Post Edit Posts ‘ Comment Moderation

Are you sure you want to delete this post?

This is some crazzy weather we're having here.

Figure 6.16 Deleting a post.

Cross-Posting from Your Blog to Facebook
and Twitter

If you're an active blogger, chances are you're also an active participant on both
Twitter and Facebook. The problem is, you really don't want to enter the same



posts three times, once for each site. Shouldn't there be a way to make one post
and send it to all three sites?

Well, there is—using a third-party tool called Twitterfeed. This website links your
Blogger blog to your accounts on Twitter, Facebook, Ping.fm, Laconica, and Hel-
lotxt. (No MySpace connection as of yet, sorry.) All you have to do is provide
Twitterfeed with the URL for your blog's RSS feed and your log-in information for
your social network(s) of choice; Twitterfeed does the rest, routing your blog
posts (as recorded in your RSS feed) to appear as tweets and Facebook updates
and the like.

TELL ME MORE Media 6.4—How Blogger and Facebook Can
Work Together

Want to learn more about using Blogger and Facebook together?
Listen to the audio file titled "How Blogger and Facebook Can Work
Together" on the companion Using website,
my.safaribooksonline.com/9780132119603/media.
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Creating a Twitterfeed

To use Twitterfeed, go to www.twitterfeed.com. You'll need to create a new ac-
count (it's free), and have already created an RSS feed for your blog. You can
then follow these steps:

1. From the Twitterfeed Dashboard, click the Create New Feed button.

2. When the New Feed page appears, as shown in Figure 6.17, enter a name
for your Blogger feed, as well as the URL for the target blog's RSS feed,
then click the Continue to Step 2 button.

3. When the Feed Publishing page appears, as shown in Figure 6.18, click
each service to which you want to cross-post.

4. When the next page appears, click the Authenticate New Account button.
When prompted, follow the on-screen instructions to link your two ac-
counts; when you return to the previous page, click the Create Service but-
ton.

5. When you return to the Feed Publishing page, click the All Done! button.


www.twitterfeed.com

New Feed

p 1: Create Feed Step 2: Conﬁgu[e Publishing Services / Step 3: Done J

Step 1: Name Feed & Add Source URL

Feed Name

|

RSS Feed URL
==

E Active

P Advanced Settings

‘:Cnm.inua to Step 2_\," Cancel

Figure 6.17 Adding your Blogger RSS feed to Twitterfeed.

Feed Publishing
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Available Services

Tuwitter
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| All Done! | Back to Step 1

Figure 6.18 Selecting which social networks to send your blog posts to.
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