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Rating: ***** out of *****
Wendell Odom is a well known author and has delivered several excellent Cisco books. CCIE Routing and Switching Official Exam Certification Guide is one of Wendell’s latest books. It focuses primarily on the subject materials covered by the CCIE Routing and Switching written exam. 
Using the layout of other Cisco Press Exam Certification Guide books, each chapter opens with “Do I Know This Already” quizzes and closes with the Foundation Summary. It also provides other sources for further reading as the book does not provide in-depth discussion on some subjects, particularly on IPv6 addressing.
The book starts with LAN Switching, then moves on to IP Addressing, IP Routing (IGP & BGP), Quality of Service (QoS), WAN, IP Multicast, Security and finally Wireless Mobility. The book does not provide a lot of details but it is understandable since no single book can cover all CCIE Routing and Switching materials in one book. 
I do recommended reading Jeff Doyle’s Routing TCP/IP, Volume I, Second Ed., and Routing TCP/IP, Volume II, first before reading this book to better understand each covered subject in more detail. This book will make an excellent study companion to complement Jeff Doyle’s books. 
The book also includes MPLS in its appendix in anticipation of Cisco adding MPLS back into the Routing and Switching written exam and provides an online website to download new topics when Cisco adds more topics into the exam. 
The enclosed companion CD includes all answers to the quizzes and questions, a tutorial of IP addressing, practice test and an electronic copy (PDF) of the book. The book does an excellent job in explaining complicated subjects such as BGP Routing Policies, QoS and Multicasting. I wish the book can cover more on IPV6 routing and its configuration and examples. There are also several typos in some areas but it is acceptable.    

I liked this book a lot and certainly will recommend others to read this. I like the way it presents the materials in a brief and concise manner. I gave the book five out of five stars for its good explanation, configuration and examples.  
 

