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Rating: ***** out of *****
No Shortcuts
If you were to memorize every word of the new CCIE Routing and Switching Official Exam Guide you could still be blown away by the breadth and difficulty of the written qualifying exam for the most respected certification in the networking industry.  However, after reading through this dense text, I am convinced it should be at the top of your reading list.  
The book is basically a blow up of the exam blue print from Cisco’s website.  The authors, in many cases have borrowed, with permission, the sweetest excerpts from the other books that are on the suggested reading list.  One of my favorite features in the book is the “Key Points” sections.  I found doing a search on the PDF version from the CD-ROM that comes with the book, for the phrase “key points”, then clicking each of these and reading them a good review after reading the entire paper book.  These are mostly rules about each topic that help you understand when and how things work.  There are also the familiar “Do I Know This Already” questions at the beginning of each chapter.  The CD-ROM includes several printable documents including four sample chapters, the answers to all the questions in the book, and a comprehensive tutorial of IP Addressing that promises to get you up to speed on summarizing and subnetting. 
What I found most helpful in the test engine on the CD was a link in each question that brings you to the place in the PDF book where that topic is discussed.  Working through the practice test and clicking and reading these links will help the information to stick.  

I give the book five stars for its good balance of concepts, teaching, diagrams, and configurations to keep the interest.  It is a good supplement to you reading preparation.
