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Whether you are approaching network technology for the first time and just want to learn to talk the talk, or are interested in pursuing a career in networking and really want to learn to walk the walk, Computer Networking First-Step provides a sure-footed, easy to follow guide into the ubiquitous world of computer networking.

Author Wendell Odom, both a CCIE and a senior instructor, helps you get up to speed effortlessly as you develop your networking knowledge. Using everyday terminology and examples familiar to readers at any level, concept upon concept is introduced and discussed within the framework of the layered approach to networking. All concepts are presented through analogy, or comparisons, that allow the reader to benefit from direct associations between the known—things that are already familiar—and the unknown—new or unfamiliar topics. For the reader, this translates into a drastically shortened learning curve, significantly improved practical aptitude at the foundational level, and substantially increased conversational grace in explaining computer networking topics to the less informed.

Computer Networking First-Step covers the most relevant fundamentals necessary to those new to networking. Topics include: networking hardware, network connections, network communications,  Local Area Networks, network routing,  Wide Area Networks, and network security. You will learn from an expert how to set up and establish basic networking, and by default, what to consider when the network malfunctions.

Ample step-by-step illustrations throughout the discussions allow readers the opportunity to learn at a graduated pace as each concept is applied to the development of various, but similar, small-scale computer networks. Readers therefore benefit immensely from the visual presentation of networking technology, concepts, and fundamentals in meaningful style—as basic network development skills are employed to demonstrate practical application both clearly and concisely. Consequently, basic network design is learned transparently—in building block fashion—while the reader moves through each topic.

Computer Networking First-Step also includes two appendixes—appendix A, which reiterates all questions from every chapter, answers included; and appendix B, which demonstrates converting IP addresses between decimal and binary. In addition, the book provides a glossary full of useful and perhaps easily forgotten terms and an index—allowing for seamless cross-referencing and search of the contents of the book.

Computer Networking First-Step provides excellent grounding in the basic operating characteristics and functions of network technology and provides readers, unfamiliar with networking, that vital first step toward understanding and working with network technology, not to mention earning an entry-level certification in networking. Every topic is presented in the richly informative style consistent with Wendell Odom's earlier works—each of which Odom has 'put it down' in precise terms—suitable for any reader so inclined to learn about network technology and networking.

Despite a few insignificant discrepancies, this book is definitely a five star addition to anyone's reference collection. First, the discrepancies are easily discovered. Second, they need little or no analytical skill. Third, the discrepancies are easily corrected. And last of course, the reader gets an opportunity to troubleshoot his or her own understanding of the subject matter presentation, a significant imperative for those readers interested in pursuing a career in computer networking rather than just a casual acquaintance with network technology and networking in general.

While Computer Networking First-Step is definitely not an attempt to prepare the reader for the CCNA examination, it justifiably serves its purpose well in both the amount of networking knowledge transfer that occurs and the level of networking knowledge imparted as a result of reading the book. In fact, the book is actually dual purposed. Primarily, it is a book on the subject of computer networking. Second, it's a book of analogies – useful for both learning the concepts and fundamentals of networking, as well as for conveying those very same concepts and fundamentals to laymen in terms that many a layman will appreciate.

For those reasons, among a host of others, I highly recommend Computer Networking First-Step to the aspiring networking professional. Interested readers will be well challenged to find and take a better first step!

