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Cisco has raised the bar on helping people understand networking.  Computer Networking First-Step is by far the best introduction to the complex world of networks and networking!  This book is definitely written for those who want to get into networking, but do not know where to start.  The first chapter takes you through and answers the question “What is a network?” and by the end of the book you have an understanding on what to look out for those intending to do harm to your network via the Internet and such.

Computer Networking First-Step is one of the most easily read and understandable books out there on networking.  Most books out there state to be an introductory book but lack the fundamentals principles by which to teach its reader. You really get a feel for what the world of networks, the concepts that build networks and how everything falls into place right from the very beginning.

The illustrations in the book are extremely helpful while teaching each lesson.  This preps the reader on what to expect if the decide to continue their journey with Cisco while pursuing one of their many certification paths.

One of the greatest aspects of this book is the superior writing of each and every chapter.  The author talks to you in a very upbeat and conversational way.  There is a kind of mentorship occurring by which he uses everyday examples and incorporates them into learning about the subject at hand.

The chapter summaries in Computer Networking First-Step are right on target. The author stresses the most fundamental and vital points again to make sure the reader is completely ready to move on and build upon what each chapter has to offer.  This book is again by far the best thing I have read concerning this topic of Networking.  I wish this series had come out sometime sooner when I was just starting out years ago.

If you are thinking about getting into the world of Networking, Computer Networking First-Step is definitely the only book you will need to start your journey of understanding and learning from the world leader of networking, Cisco Systems.  Cisco and Wendell Odom have done it again!  

