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“Planet Broadband” is not a Star Trek episode or another Sci-Fi title. It is the answer to the question: where did the term “broadband” originate and why is it used when discussing cable Internet services?  This question is the base for the book Planet Broadband by Rouzbeh Yassini.  When I first received the book, my initial thoughts where focused on the cable Internet environment, but the book also presents the DSL side as well.  This small book of 140 pages, including index, not only explains how the concept of broadband communication evolved, but the possible directions it can go.

This book is clearly more of a history of how the concept of broadband was developed and the growth of the Internet that it leads to.  I can foresee future generations of children reading this book in a college course on Information Technology.  When one considers that only 3 to 5 percent of the American public use any form of broadband services, the growth potential presented is unbelievable.

Personally for me, a detail-oriented reader, this took me about a total of 8 hours to complete.  That may seem slow, but considering the topic and the events occurring within the world of telecommunications, that is better than I expected.  As I read this book, I would pause from time to time and comment to myself on how Yassini’s points are either already occurring or how I can see them occurring or already being implemented.  Additionally, I found enlightenment in the knowledge that both DSL and cable Internet are actually considered broadband.  While the cable companies have a tendency to advertise themselves as a broadband service, in reality they are only one of several broadband services.  Some of the concepts presented include virtual training like many universities are now offering and virtual meetings with individuals all around the world.  While he does point out that everything is not immediately on demand in this day and age, within time we can witness more and more services becoming that way.

Within the book, Yassini points out the concept of being able to check the items in the refrigerator from work or have the washing machine place a service call to the manufacture before you know there is a problem.  These are features of a broadband planet and within time our children and their children will not know a world where we had modems connecting to the Internet or downloads that took hours.  But as you read you realize that while today is the birth of broadband, this book is more the introduction to tomorrow’s Internet and a must-read.  To prove the point that Planet Broadband is an introduction, my baby boomer mother who works in the cable industry as a customer service person, took the book from me and read it cover-to-cover one day and told me “This is where we are going and everything.”  So if a 50+-year-old parent can see it we know that the world will be there some day.

Near the end of the book, Yassini focuses on telecommuting and a comparison of that to working at the office.  While he clearly points out that telecommuting is not for everyone or all the time, it has productivity advantages and will only grow with time.  I think one of his best examples is in Chapter 6, where he remembers the MCI commercial of a woman working at home and changing a presentation on the fly for clients and co-workers halfway across the country.  That image is an example of how the world has changed thanks to the advances of broadband and the ability to telecommute without being in the dark room or bound to the long commutes all the time.

As I hold the book and consider my final thoughts on the subject of  “Planet Broadband,” this book is not designed for the IT world, but for the general public.  I would recommend this as an excellent addition to anyone’s library and especially to individuals in the information technology community.  For management or others it is an excellent resource to justify a telecommuting policy or practice, or a good reason why they should upgrade from the modem and narrow band to the world of high-speed Internet.

