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One of the most often heard terms in computing these days is “broadband.”  Although it’s often discussed and just as often dismissed as hype, many people may not know what broadband fully means or signifies.  In Planet Broadband, author Rouzbeh Yassini provides an easy to understand introduction to describe what broadband is and why it matters to us.

Planet Broadband looks at the potential of this fast growing communications technology.  It explains why broadband is more than just a faster connection to the Internet – in fact, broadband can unlock the power of the information age and holds the promise to improve nearly every aspect of modern life.

The author is considered the “Father of the Cable Modem,” having founded LANcity in 1990, and having introduced the first high-speed residential communications modem designed to integrate with television cable networks.  His excitement about broadband is infectious and he successfully describes the many features and benefits of this technology.  As he points out, in 2002 over 42 million people worldwide had some form of broadband connection to the Internet, and in the U.S., more than 50,000 new households connect to broadband every week.  He predicts that broadband will be in a majority of U.S. homes within 5 years.  By comparison, it took 70 years for the telephone to makes its way into a majority of homes, and 90 years for the majority of U.S. residents to have their own car.

Yassini provides an excellent background to the explosive growth of broadband by providing a very-readable history of analog and digital technologies.  He describes the advent of DSL and the history of the cable modem, and makes the technologies accessible to readers of all levels and technology experience.  For example, Yassini describes how someone using a cable modem sends an e-mail to his boss in another state.  The description is lucid, easy to understand, and engaging.  The author also describes the process that takes place when a user has DSL or a cable modem installed at home.

The book also provides an overview of some of the many applications of broadband.  For example, Major League Baseball games are now available for a fee over the Internet to users with a suitable fast broadband connection.  Businesses are quickly adopting video conferencing as the method of choice for conducting meetings when travel costs are a factor.  Organizations buy goods, manage inventories, and streamline processes, all thanks to the integration of broadband into their daily processes.  The author provides detailed description of broadband’s impact in government, health-care, education, and entertainment.

In the home, broadband is also creating a revolution and Yassini shows us how.  From creating their own content, to using always-on connections for queries, to finding new forms of entertainment, home users are benefiting in countless ways from the broadband revolution.  And the broadband benefits are not just limited to the PC, but are becoming incorporated into the entire home.  Users are seeing broadband applications in home entertainment systems, telephone communication, and even how the home is run.

Planet Broadband takes the mystery out of a very fast growing technology that is affecting more us every day.  Whether you are new to the world of broadband or a seasoned ILEC engineer, Planet Broadband is a fresh read and will be a welcome addition to your library.

