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The book provides a detailed look into what many consider the best firewall in today's marketplace, the Cisco PIX.  Bastien and Degu have written the book in such a way that anyone from beginner to expert can get a lot out of it.  The title would lead you to believe that this book is designed only to help you pass the CCSP Cisco Secure PIX Firewall Advanced Exam; however, the book is appropriate as a reference guide as well.  The authors cover many of the new topics introduced in PIX OS 6.2 that even seasoned professionals may not be aware of. 

Bastien and Degu provide very detailed walkthroughs of even the most advanced topics.  In particular, the coverage of Virtual Private Networks was superb.  You will not find as much detail or in-depth diagrams for PIX VPN support in any other book written for the PIX firewall.  For those that are pursuing certification, there are excellent practice questions at the end of each chapter that effectively test your understanding of the topics covered.  The CD-ROM that accompanies the book also provides a very helpful practice exam as well as an electronic version of the book, which makes a great searchable reference.  

There are many examples throughout the book that really help those that do not have a PIX to practice on.  Even with these wonderful examples I would still recommend that everyone who is serious about learning the PIX get some hands on experience.  There are also case studies that can be used to test your understanding and ability to effectively configure a PIX firewall.  Overall, I give the book the book a 5 out of 5.  There were a minimal amount of technical errors and I believe the authors have developed the best text available on the Cisco PIX firewall.  Even though a good understanding of IP and basic security principles would aid in the understanding of this book, I would recommend the title to all levels of security professionals.  If you are seeking certification or just looking for an excellent reference manual for the PIX, this is the best book available.

