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Do you guys remember Cisco LAN Switching by Kennedy Clark and Kevin Hamilton? That book is considered the switching Bible in the networking industry. Now I'll say if you are dealing with Cisco switching in 2003, this book [CCNP Practical Studies: Switching] is your Bible!

This book discusses all new advancements in switching in depth. Author Justin Menga's hard work is evident in every chapter,  and he must have put lot of effort into coming up with this book. The hands-on labs are just awesome! For those labs alone, I'll pay 50 bucks! The book covers all topics like VLAN, STP, VTP, Layer3 Switching, InterVlan Routing, and QOS in detail. Clear and precise diagrams are provided to aid your understanding. CatOS and IOS both get well-deserved coverage. The author is not limited to any one switching platform in his examples, but he is using 6500s with SUPS, 4500s, 3550. Even hard-to-find topics like when to use MLS and CEF is discussed in amazing detail. 

The title is misleading as this book is way too advanced for CCNPs but it is a must-have resource for CCIE lab and field work. If you are already a CCIE and might feel you don't need it, think again! This is one of those books that will always find a special place on your bookshelf like those by Jeff Doyle and Richard Stevens. I can't say enough, but it is simply a fantastic effort by Justin and Cisco Press. Five stars!
