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Pretty good Cisco Switching guide! This book goes hand in hand with Cisco LAN Switching book by [Kennedy] Clark and [Kevin] Hamilton, but is more up to date and focuses more on Cisco’s latest switching hardware and technology. There are labs for every chapter though the equipment needed to do the labs is very extensive. Book is great for CCNP / CCIE wanna-bes. I found that the book could have been proofread better as there are a lot of editing mistakes. 

The book covers a lot of material. VLANs, Inter VLANs, Layer 3 Switching, QoS, STP, VTP and more. Switches covered are 6500’s, 4500’s, and 3550’s and a few others.. Cisco IOS and CatOS are also covered. I particularly liked the labs even though I don’t have all the equipment needed to perform them. There are lots of diagrams and configurations to help get you through the labs. 

I was particularly interested in the real world scenarios that are discussed in the book as this helps me get a better understanding of how other networks are set up and would aid me in designing my own LAN / WAN.

Overall, I give this book 5 stars because there is just nothing else out there that can compare with the depth of knowledge contained in this book.

