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CCNA Command Quick Reference by Scott Empson is a small, but dense book stuffed with the most common commands you will use in daily practice. It is ideal for a student who is taking the CCNA courses or preparing for the CCNA exam.  The networker who is into Cisco everyday will know most of this book in his head.  But there are always times when we forget the most basic things, especially if we don't do it everyday. 

No space in this book is wasted.  The inside cover has a list of "What do you want to do?" questions that send you straight to the answers you need.  There is zero padding.  To arrive at such an economy of words, Empson must have done many rewrites and painful cuts.  But the result, page for page, is the most useful Cisco book I have ever read.  There is nothing in this book that the CCNA candidate and anyone who works with Cisco equipment should not memorize.  But since memory sometimes fails me, there will always be room on my desk for the CCNA Command Quick Reference.  

The layout is easy to read.  Everything that you would actually see on a router is in blue.  The commands you would type are in bold blue, and explanations are in black.  This is categorized in outline blocks and organized sub headings.  The binding is paper, so it is very light.  But the quality is still such that the book can take rough treatment.  The units cover the four parts of the CCNA courses in the Cisco Networking  Academy Program. The commands start with Part II through IV. 

Part II starts with all those pinouts for serial and Ethernet connections and what to plug in where, continuing with the most common shortcut keys, an introduction to routers in general, and the CLI basic router setup and maintenance commands.  Part III begins with single-area OSPF and EIGRP routing but shifts to LAN switching.  Part IV is about Scaling IP with Nat and Layer 2 WAN Technologies.   The appendix has a section dedicated to understanding subnetting and another section that covers VSLM.  The inside back cover has a nice checklist entitled "steps to configuring a router."

