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The IT Career Builder’s Toolkit was something that was very unexpected from Cisco Press.  This book is not a technical book but more of a reference guide for those looking to break into the field.

The book is broken down into the following five main sections:

1. An introduction to career building

This deals with defining what a career is like in IT and the benefits of pursuing it.  It goes over the perks and risks involved with the industry such as fast promotions as well as the risk of outsourcing to the industry.  This section provides a good foundation for those who might be interested in a career change or those who are just entering the work force.

2. Filling your toolkit

This section goes over the skills that are going to be necessary to work in the IT industry.  Most people think that if you are technically strong you will not have any problems landing a good job.  This is not the case.  With the current job market, employers are putting a lot more emphasis on soft skills.  Soft skills deal with communication, interaction with others, as well as many other aspects.  Information is provided on resume creation as well as putting together a good cover letter.

3. Putting your toolkit to use

The third section deals with the actual job hunt, interviewing, as well as salary negotiation.  I do not have that much to say about this section.  Most people looking for work have searched the Internet high and low for information regarding interviewing.  There were not really any new ideas or concepts presented in this section but the author did a good job bundling the information together.

4. More options to build your career

If you are thinking about consulting, then this section is for you.  The author did a good job breaking the myth that a consultant’s life is great because they set their own hours and charge whatever they want.  For those of us who have done consulting before know that this could not be any further from the truth.  So this section is a great read before jumping into that fire.

5. The value-added technologist

This presents some good ideas on how to make the company think you are a star.  I personally think that should be done by working you tail off but that does not always work out.  This sections also deals with passing on knowledge to workers who are at a lower level.  

I am still pretty shocked to see Cisco Press come out with a book that was not a technical reference or certification guide.  That said, I thought that the book was a quick and easy read, and I would recommend it to anyone who was thinking about getting into the industry.

